
 Planting 20 million trees 
by 2020 may sound crazy, but 
it’s actually happening right now. 
YouTubers around the world are 
contributing to Mr. Beast’s chal-
lenge in the hope of improving 
our planet and millions of people 
around the world are donating to 
this cause.
 Jimmy Donaldson, who 
is commonly known as Mr. Beast 
on YouTube, isn’t one to turn 
down a challenge. He makes 
videos of challenges such as 
“the last person to take their 
hand off of a boat, gets to keep 
it.” On May 22, 2019, Donald-
son got onto twitter and asked 
his fans what he should give 
his 20 millionth subscriber. 
Someone suggested that he 
should plant 20 million trees. 
Then another person. Even-
tually, thousands of people 
were commenting on all of 
his socials, telling him that 
he should plant 20 million 
trees when he hit 20 million 
subscribers. On October 25th, 
he posted a video to his You-
Tube channel announcing 
that he will do this, but he ob-
viously couldn’t do it by him-
self, so he enlisted the help of 
Mark Rober. Mark Rober is 
a former NASA engineer and 
makes YouTube videos about 
once a month. He also put a 
video on his channel the same 
day Mr. Beast uploaded his. 
Donaldson and Rober have 
been working on this proj-
ect behind the scenes for five 
months. “We’ve been hustling be-
hind the scenes for months and 
now we can tell the world,” Rober 
said. “This is like The Avengers of 
YouTube if the Avengers planted 
trees. We’re only going to win if 
everyone comes together around 
the common goal.” 
 Mark Rober and Jimmy 
Donaldson are partnering up with 
Arbor Day Foundation to plant 
all of the trees. How this works 
is that the Arbor Day Foundation 

will plant one tree for every dollar 
donated on the Team Trees web-
site. Since the goal is to plant 20 
million trees by 2020, this fund-
raiser is ending on December 31st. 
After the fundraiser ends, Arbor 
Day Foundation will start planting 
trees in January and should have 
all 20 million planted by Decem-
ber 2022. The trees will be planted 
in state and national forests, and 

in almost every continent except 
for Antarctica. As of Novem-
ber 17th, the current tree count 
is 15,542,893 so we are about 5 
million away from 20 million. In 
Mark Rober’s video, he teamed up 
with DroneSeed, a company that 
plants trees using drones. They do 
this process in two steps-a small 
recon drone is sent out and uses 
lasers to create a 3D map of the 
terrain and use another software 
that finds the best spot to plant the 

trees to increase their chances of 
survivability. Then, a flight path is 
made for each of the drones, which 
are loaded up with “seed pucks,” 
to fly autonomously. Seed pucks 
contain about six different types of 
seeds in them (specifically chosen 
for the area they are being planted 
in), a fertilizer, and ghost peppers. 
The ghost peppers prevent the 
mice and squirrels from eating the 

brand new seeds. 
 In Rober’s video, he says 
how this process mimics Moth-
er Nature. “...A bird eats a seed, 
it flies, it poops and there’s like 
nourishment around that seed 
right?” A person from DroneSeed 
answers him and says “Yes that’s 
exactly what it is. It’s biomimicry.” 
One of the benefits of the drones 
is that they can start planting 
trees right after wildfires, without 
putting people in harm of walk-

ing through the burnt trees and 
ground. We used to be able to rely 
on our planet to do reforestation 
but due to climate change, 40% of 
the time tall shrubs are growing 
back instead of the huge trees we 
need to take carbon out of our at-
mosphere. Just with three drones, 
you can reforest an area six times 
faster than a normal plating crew. 
DroneSeed isn’t helping the Arbor 

Day Foundation to plant 
the 20 million trees, but 
they are working on refor-
estation all over the U.S.
So the real question is 
how is this going to affect 
our planet? What do trees 
even do? Mark Rober ex-
plains it best in his video 
titled “Using Drones to 
Plant 20,000,000 Trees.” 
Trees are essentially car-
bon vacuums. What hap-
pens is that a tree will “see” 
a carbon dioxide molecule 
and uses the energy from 
photosynthesis to rip off 
carbon from the oxygen. 
The tree takes that carbon 
for itself that is how trees 
get their mass. Trees don’t 
get their mass from the 
soil, they get it from ab-
sorbing the carbon. Trees 
don’t need the oxygen so 
they give it back to us. We 
have a lot of carbon that 
has been unnaturally add-
ed to our atmosphere and 
planting all these trees will 
really help our planet.
 20 million trees is defi-

nitely an attainable goal and they 
aren’t that far away from it. You 
can donate through the Team 
Trees website (teamtrees.org) or 
on any YouTube video that has the 
blue donate button. Even though 
the planting won’t be done until 
about 2022, all of the trees will 
immediately start sucking up all 
the carbon in our atmosphere. Tell 
your friends and family to donate, 
so we can help save our planet 
with Team Trees.

 Christmas is a time of joy, 
happiness, and, most importantly, 
giving.  Most kids’ favorite part of 
Christmas is when they get up at 
six in the morning to go and see 
what presents their parents gave 
them during this special season.  
For some children, though, there 
might not be any presents.  There 
might not even be a Christmas tree, 
or, in truly horrible cases, a family 
to give presents.  However, things 
can be done to get these children 
special gifts during the holiday 
season.  Charities exist that can 
help give these kids, along with 
other groups, such as the military, 
presents to help make their Christ-
mas even more magical.  And, by 
donating to these charities, we can 
help add some Christmas spirit to 
a kid’s day.
 One of these charities is 
Toys for Tots, a Marine Corps-run 
program that delivers presents to 
children who suffer from poverty.  
The goal of this charity, as stated 
by Toys for Tots themselves, is 
to “deliver, through a new toy at 
Christmas, a message of hope to 
less fortunate youngsters that will 
assist them in becoming respon-
sible, productive, and patriotic 
citizens.”  So far, Toys for Tots ap-
pears to be achieving this goal, as 
they have collected and distribut-
ed over 512 million toys in just 70 
years.  To donate to Toys for Tots, 
look for a local toy drop location, 
or donate money through their 
mailing form.

 Another charity that helps 
bring the Christmas spirit to ev-
eryone is Operation Christmas 
Child.  Operation Christmas Child 
is a charity run by the Samaritan’s 
Purse that fills shoeboxes with 
assorted gifts and personal mes-
sages, and then sends these shoe-
boxes to children who are affected 

by such horrors as war, natural di-
sasters, disease, and poverty.  To 
donate to this charity, just follow 
the instructions online on how 
to make your shoebox, and then 
drop off these present-filled box-

es to a local church.  From there, 
these boxes are sent out to wher-
ever their destination may be, and 
whoever made the box can track 
their package online.  The Acti-
vating Christians Through Service 
(ACTS) club at Kennedy donated a 
total of ten shoeboxes to this char-
ity, showing that some students at 

Kennedy have already begun the 
season of giving.
 Yet another charity worth 
donating to is The Sierra Club, an 
environmentally-conscious char-
ity that has stations in every US 

state.  The Sierra Club’s purpose is 
to promote green activities and the 
beauty of nature, which it achieves 
through actions such as securing 
protection for national parks and 
helping coal plants switch over to 
green energy.  Additionally, The 
Sierra Club sponsors trips through 
nature sites, such as state and na-
tional parks.  You can donate to 
The Sierra Club online or through 
the mail.
 Although these three 
charities: Toys for Tots, Operation 
Christmas Child, and The Sierra 
Club, are all amazing and smart 
charities for our donations, other 
charities exist as well that work 
to make the world a better place.  
Even though only three were men-
tioned, this doesn’t mean these are 
the only charities you can donate 
too; if you see a charity that sup-
ports a cause you want to donate 
to, then you should donate to that 
charity.  Regardless, you can make 
a huge impact on a child’s life this 
holiday season simply by going 
a little out of your way to donate 
to charity.  You can even make a 
positive impact on your own life, 
as studies have proven that giving 
to charity or any good deeds actu-
ally stimulate areas of the brain 
related to feelings of joy and hap-
piness.  So this Christmas, try to 
embody the thought of the Season 
of Giving, and go out and give a lit-
tle extra time to make someone’s 
Christmas even more special.
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Rusagonis Church

Underprivleged children in Nepal enjoy the season of giving 
through Operation Christmas Child

By Jack Conner

By Nicolette Madonna

By Paige  Francis

Diply

Famous Youtubers team up to plant 20 million trees by 2020

 OK Boomer is a popular 
phrase coined by fed up Gen Z kids 
and cherished up by Millenials. 
After countless years of relentless 
slander from Baby Boomers, who 
say Millennials are “killing” every 
industry on earth from doorbells 
to cereal to cable TV, the young-
er generations are striking back. 
The “OK Boomer” meme grew on 
TickTock, a video sharing service. 
It summarizes the mutual experi-
ence of Gen Z and Millenials, who 
feel like giving up, after trying to 
explain why boomers are wrong 
with facts, logic, and reason. “OK 
Boomer” is essentially the newest 
version of saying “ugh whatever, 
you never listen to me anyway,” 
and the phrase spread like wild-
fire. It’s the perfect response for 
statements like “climate change 
isn’t real” and “you have no re-
spect,” because Gen Z, unlike oth-
er generations, has decided to stop 
putting up with blatant disrespect.
 “Respect your elders” is a 
phrase commonly told to children 
and teens to excuse the lack of re-
spect older people give to those 
younger than themselves. Howev-
er, Gen Z is different, America seen 
what news headlines and facebook 
posts and cartoon after cartoon 
say, they mock the younger gen-
erations’ struggles and blame Mil-
lennials drowning in college debt 
for every “dying” industry. Now, 
we’re taking definitive action, with 
“OK Boomer.” Saying “OK Boom-
er” is not meant to be degrading or 
rude to Baby Boomers, it is used 
mainly as a way to keep them from 
talking. At its essence, “OK Boom-
er” is just another Boomer-themed 
meme, like their cringe-worthy 
overuse of the crying-laughing 
emoji and non-minion-related-
minion memes. It is a  way to take 
back control from the crisis boom-
ers created, but with the overreac-
tion to this slight, Gen Z is being 
robbed of the ability to criticize 
Boomers, who have all the power. 
 Reports (mostly Twitter 
callout posts) that the phrase is 
being treated as “ageist” by pro-
fessionals and lots of butthurt 
Boomers whining on Facebook. 
Additionally, a professional email 
surfaced asking employees to 
refrain from using the phrase, 
plus Bob Lonsburry, a very con-
troversial figure Tweeted saying, 
“‘Boomer’ is the n-word of age-
ism,” a statement that made many 
people angry. Thousands replied 
to contest this statement. Like 
the famous quote from comedian 
John Mulaney, “If you’re compar-
ing the badness of two words and 
you won’t even say one of them, 
that’s the worst word.” Mulaney 
has got a very strong point. For 
all the complaining Boomers do 
about our generations becom-
ing thin-skinned snowflakes, they 
don’t seem to be able to take a joke. 
This whole debacle seems like just 
another attempt to sway our focus 
from actually important issues, 
like climate change, and I’m not 
surprised by that either. Boomers 
know Gen Z is watching and wait-
ing, well they’re afraid. We aren’t. 
OK Boomer, you scared?

Opinion:       
OK Boomer

T T rees Saving the Planeteam
The Titan Tribune

Season of Giving
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 One way or another, boredom hits you like a yawn does when you’re lacking that beauty rest. Eventu-
ally, you’ll be on break from school, whining about being bored of being bored because being bored is boring. 
Thankfully, the list below exists to assist your capability to attempt the art of not being bored.
Event:
 JFK Winter Concert - If you’re a lover of music, make plans to attend the winter concert on December 
19th at 7:30 PM in the round room and make sure to bring a friend!
Holiday movies to watch:
1. Elf (2003) - Comedy; free on Dailymotion
2. 12 Dog Days ’Till Christmas (2014) - Family; free on Vudu
3. Santa Claws (2014) - Family; free on Vudu
4. Christmas for a Dollar (2013) - Drama; free on Tubi
5. Paper Angels (2014) - Drama; free on Tubi
6. Dear Santa (2011) - Drama; free on Tubi, (a personal favorite)
7. A Christmas Carol (1984) - Classic ghost story; free on Youtube
At-home activities: 
1. Play a board game - believe it or not, it’s possible to play by yourself when there’s no one    
 around. All you need is some imagination and a few “players.”
2. Make your own phone case - all you need is some hot glue, a glue gun, and food wrap!
3. Talk using only song titles for a day
4. See how many marshmallows you can fit in your mouth - or even better… See how long you can   
 stare at a marshmallow without eating it.
5. Try not to think of baby bunnies
6. Slide down a flight of stairs on a mattress
7. Write a story with your nose - try this writing prompt: the Easter bunny’s plan to overthrow   
 Santa Claus.
8. Walk around the house wearing shoes too big for your feet
9. Play with Siri - a clever question to ask is, “When you choke a 
 Smurf, what color does it turn?”
10. Catch a falling leaf - adorn it with googly eyes.
11. Try to sell your stuff to a commercial guy - or talk about your life 
 issues.
12. Turn on airplane mode and play the Dino Game
13. Open as many cupboards and doors as you can then see how long it  
 takes for all of them to be closed - hang a paper snowflake on the   
                winner.
14. Win the lottery
In public activities:
1. Go Christmas caroling without singing Christmas songs
2. Draw on your face and walk around for an hour - give as many 
 highfives as possible.
3. Go to Mcdonalds and order a whopper
4. Order a diet water
5. Superglue a coin to the ground
6. Go out on a Saturday and wish everyone a “happy Friday”
7. Text 3 people at 3 AM for instructions on making mac-n-cheese
Holiday ideas:
1. Make a paper airplane - put someone’s name on it and gift it to them for Christmas.
2. Wrap crayons with money
3. Make a tissue box gift - write messages specifically for the person it is for (ex: if it’s for 
 your significant other, the messages can be pick-up lines.)
4. Wrap all your gifts terribly - add a note that says “close enough.”
5. Make a goodie bag for a homeless person - add all the latest memes (it’ll make someone’s day).
6. Find an animal to talk to - legend says that forest animals can speak in human language on   
 Christmas Eve.

By Alyssa Pulido

By Sricharan Guddanti
 3,700 delegates, 420 vol-
unteers, 69 advisors, 50 delega-
tions. All these people gathered 
to spend 10 sessions together over 
the course of 3 days, to make up 
the first YNG conference of the 
2019-2020 school year. This past 
veteran’s day, the delegates of the 
Fremont/Newark YNG delega-
tion went to their first conference 
of the year in Fresno, California. 
With over 3,700 high schoolers in 
attendance from all over the state 
of California, this conference was 
an overwhelming and exhilarating 
experience. Aside from the excite-
ment, the students learned many 
valuable skills throughout the con-
ference. 
 First off, many of you will 
be wondering, what is YNG? Youth 
and Government is a YMCA pro-
gram that provides students with a 
simulation of the Californian Gov-
ernment through various sectors 
(“program areas”). Each student 
is allowed to choose one program 
area and carry out his/her role in 
this government. The YMCA holds 
three conferences a year; the first 
two conferences and all separate 
delegation meetings culminate 
in the third and final conference 
at the state capital, Sacramento. 
From November 9-11, Kennedy 

students went to the first of these 
three conferences. 
 With nearly 10 sessions 
ranging from 
1-5 hours 
each, the del-
egates didn’t 
have any 
shortage of 
activities to 
do. After the 
f o u r - h o u r  
bus ride to 
Fresno, they 
dropped off 
their luggage 
at the hotel 
and headed 
to the open-
ing joint ses-
sion. As she 
walked into 
the opening 
joint ses-
sion, Subha 
Eranki, ‘23, 
recalled, 
“I felt over-
whelmed but 
excited at the same time. I already 
felt ‘connected’ with everyone, and 
I was really happy because I knew 
I was going to make a lot of new 
friends. Seeing everyone cheering 
and yelling was really cool!” Many 

speeches were given that gave both 
a warm welcome to everyone there 
and urged the students to embrace 

the spirit of YNG. After this, peo-
ple went to their respective ses-
sions, which included listening to 
election speeches, attending live 
youth governor debates, and being 
introduced to the various program 

areas. Vennila Anamallai, ‘21, said, 
“The Bench Trial program inter-
ested me the most because of the 

opportunity 
that comes 
with it; I 
would be able 
to learn all the 
aspects of a 
case in court 
and learn 
what it would 
be like as an 
actual attor-
ney.” She con-
tinued saying, 
“Another pro-
gram area that 
interested me 
was the De-
partment of 
Finance be-
cause I could 
have fun but 
also learn 
how a bill gets 
passed and 
how to deal 
with a bud-

get.” Delegates would eventually 
have to choose a program area to 
pursue for the rest of the year. “My 
favorite session was the National 
Issues Commission session be-
cause it gave me a chance to speak 

in front of a large audience. It was 
very interactive and fun to be a 
part of,” Ishan Mehta, ‘21, said of 
his favorite session in the confer-
ence. 
 Yes, Youth and Govern-
ment is about proposing bills, de-
bating, and taking part in a model 
government. However, it is way 
more than that. YNG is a home 
away from home. In the opening 
joint session, YMCA CEO Debbie 
Gabelich said, “To all new dele-
gates, welcome to your new home. 
And for those of you who are re-
turning, welcome back!” The spirit 
of YNG is about the supportive-
ness you receive when you stutter 
on stage. It’s about the bond you 
create with your friends, old and 
new. It’s about those crazy mo-
ments only YNG conferences can 
create. As a delegate myself, I’ve 
learned that these YNG confer-
ences are chances for people to 
spread their wings and embrace 
themselves. It’s a chance to escape 
all the pressures, routines, and re-
sponsibilities of our everyday lives 
for one weekend and enjoy what 
we have. As it is. The Fremont/
Newark Delegation can’t wait for 
the next conference and the excit-
ing moments it will bring. 

“Go to the beach because it is nice 
and sunny and I could hang out 
with my friends and have a bon-

fire.” 
- Sofia Arroyo (‘21)

“I would hug my children.” 
-Mr. Murray (Staff)

“I would rob a bank and then use 
that money to do whatever I can 
and spend it on whatever I want 
on everything I’ve ever wanted to 

do.” 
- Jeremiah Howsoney (‘22)

“I would eat some pizza and dip 
it in some nacho cheese. Maybe 
drive around and drown in some 

nacho cheese.” 
- Renz Satsatin (‘20)

“I will probably go to LA to visit 
Kylie Jenner.” 

- Danny Ortez (‘21)

“I would probably spend it with 
my family and just go eat some 
good food and have a good time. 
Maybe even light some fireworks.” 

- Ezekiel Tienzo (‘20)

“I would steal food from Wing-
stop.” 

- Alejandro Saldivar (‘22)

“I’m a really lazy person so I prob-
ably wouldn’t do anything, my 

lifes not that interesting.” 
- Jamie Lee (‘23)

“I would have a family dinner and 
meet up with all my friends and 

family.” 
- Khalid Chashmawala (‘23)

“I would want to be with my kids.” 
- Ms. Kamalnathan (Staff)

Kennedy’s Youth and Government attended their first conference 
of the school year in Fresno

By Britney Nguyen and Noah Macias

Youth and Government Delegate

Check out JFK’s Titan Tri-
bune Youtube channel to 
learn how to make a a pa-

per snowflake

Babyology

(510) 657-1070 Ext. 27352Dec. 2019 Vol. 11 No. 4 JfkTitanTribune.com World News 3 @JfkTitanTribune

    Venice is drowning. These 
past few weeks have seen previ-
ously unprecedented water lev-
els. According to BBC, at high 
tide, more than eighty percent 
of the city was underwater. Mul-
tiple historical sites have flooded, 
among which include St. Mark’s 
Basilica and Ferro Fini Palace. 
The current mayor of Venice, 
Luigi Brugnaro, reported that 
the damages were “enormous,” 
and worth “hundreds of millions 
of Euros,” according to CNN.  
    At the moment, Venice is work-
ing on what they call the ‘Mose 
Project’ (Modulo Sperimentale 
Elettromeccanico), which is a 
structural measure of protection 
for the city that involves shutting 
off the lagoon via a hydraulic barri-
er system, in the event of high wa-

ter levels. This would be a source 
of optimism if Italy had not been 
working on the Mose Project since 
2003. CNN states that the proj-
ect cost the government billions 
of euros and has been repeatedly 
delayed by bribery and corruption. 
In fact, BBC added that Venice’s 
previous mayor, Giorgio Orsoni, 
left office after he allegedly embez-
zled twenty million euros (about 
twenty-seven million dollars) that 
were intended for flood mitigation.  
    Venice, an Italian city famous 
for consisting of more than 100 
different canals, is particularly 
vulnerable to flooding. The six feet 
of water that rushed into the city 
have completely submerged the 
streets. Thus far, two people have 
been killed on the island of Pell-
estrina. Many locals who relied 
on tourism have lost their source 
of business. As reported by BBC, 
Italy’s Prime Minister, Giuseppe 

Conte, lamented that Venice was 
“on its knees.” And though this 
flooding seems spontaneous and 
random, many people believe 
it is caused by climate change. 
According to Rolling Stone, Ve-
netian politicians had voted 
against measures fighting climate 
change. Only a handful of min-
utes after this decision, water 
started flooding the council mem-
bers’ chambers, giving the politi-
cians a very loud wake-up call. 
    Historically, when rising sea 
levels threatened Venice, the city 
would just build on top of old 
buildings, layering a new, higher 
city above the old one. Now, how-
ever, much of Venice’s cultural 
authenticity and tourism depend 
on the preservation of Renais-
sance architecture, which means 

that the historical sites cannot just 
be torn down and built up again. 
The MOSE Project was then in-
troduced as a technological way 
of keeping the floodwaters out of 
the city. However, complications 
raised the cost of the project from 
$1.7 billion to $6 billion. In addi-
tion, the MOSE system was pushed 
back so that it would not begin op-
eration until 2022 at the earliest. 
    Rising sea levels threaten to un-
dermine this expensive technolog-
ical solution. When construction 
began, MOSE was only designed 
to deal with around a two-foot in-
crease tide levels. Currently, the 
planet is projected to reach that 
increase by around 2050 and thus 
make MOSE obsolete. The tragic 
truth is that the world is losing 
Venice. Humanity has spurred on 
a climate crisis, and if drastic mea-
sures are not taken, Venice will only 
be the first among many to drown. 

Venice is flooding at a rapid rate, and problems arise for the 
people

CNN

By Tara Kavasseri

    Regardless of the days before 
winter begins, Mother Nature 
seems to have some bizarre events 
planned. During the first week of 
November, thousands of flights 
were canceled or delayed, some 
areas struggled beneath over a 
foot of snow and more than two 

hundred million folks faced a 
temperature reduction forecast 
Tuesday, November 8th, as a his-
toric Arctic atmosphere swept 
across two-thirds of the state.  
    The National Weather Service 
informed that November 8th, may 
show record high cold from the 
Southern Plains, to all of Missis-
sippi Valley, to the Great Lakes, 
and maybe more! We can give spe-
cial thanks to the “arctic air mass” 
that began in Siberia and has 
been spreading over a big chunk 
of the Midwest and East Coast. 
    Bitter cold temperatures were 
rumored from the Canadian bor-

der to South Lone-Star State. 
The freeze was moving east, 
headed for a swath from geo-
graphic area to American state. 
    Chicagoans awoke to single 
digits, many inches of snow and 
a forecast high of twenty degrees 
that might smash the city’s record 

for the date by eight degrees. That’s 
when American eagle flight fell off 
a runway Monday whereas land-
ing at O’Hare International flying 
field. No injuries were reported. 
The National Weather Ser-
vice in Chicago warned that 
the mixture of air tempera-
tures and northwest winds had 
sent wind chills below zero. 
    Detroit was additionally view-
ing record cold – and a record 
Gregorian calendar month snow 
of just about ten inches. Ad-
ditionally to untidy roadways 
clogged with accidents, delays at 
city Metropolitan flying field on 

November 7th, reached a medi-
an of three hours and half-hour. 
    Empire, Michigan, rumored 
thirty inches of snow. Bangor 
got over a pair of feet. In Wis-
consin, Milwaukee, 9 degrees, 
set its third daily downfall re-
cord within the past twelve days. 
    The wintry event wasn’t sim-
ply a northern factor. In Texas, 
residents of Hebbronville, sixty 
miles from the Mexican border, 
awakened to temperature reduc-
tion temperatures and snow. 
It was nine degrees in the city. 
The weather front is expounded 
to the polar vortex, an outsized 
cold atmosphere high within 
the atmosphere that commonly 
spins over the pole in winter. 
Usually it drifts down, funnel-
ing cold air across the country.  
    Unfortunately, officials have 
reported that there have been 5 
known deaths related to the cold. 
In Ohio, heavy snow caused a 16-
car pile-up and killed a 21 year 
old woman. Several others were 
hospitalized. In Michigan, 3 peo-
ple were killed due to harsh road 
conditions. Lastly, an 80 year old 
man died due to cardiovascular 
disease, with exposure to the cold.  
    To stay safe against the harsh 
weather conditions, officials are 
trying to publicize some safety 
tips. It is very important to con-
stantly monitor weather con-
ditions, and wear appropriate 
clothing. Layers are highly recom-
mended along with some sort of 
warm hats. This will prevent heat 
from leaving our heads. It is also 
very important to keep emergency 
packages including food, first aid 
kits, and extra clothing. By fol-
lowing these simple steps you 
can be very protected and warm! 

By Sonali Dhaliwal

As a result of the arctic blast, multiple cities in the Midwest 
will be covered in over a foot of snow

BBC

 On Thursday, November 
14th around 7:30 a.m., 16-year-
old, Nathaniel, Tenosuke Berhow, 
pulled a .45 caliber semiautomat-
ic handgun out of his backpack 

at Saugus High School in Santa 
Clarita, California and shot five 
students before shooting himself. 
Berhow died the next day from 
self-inflicted gunshot wounds 
to the head, while two students 
were killed at the scene and three 
wounded. Officials have confirmed 
that the gun used in the shooting 
was assembled from parts, mak-
ing it a ghost gun or a gun without 
a registration number. “When we 
did a search of the house, we en-
countered what’s called a kit gun. 
The weapon used in the homicide 
was also a kit gun,” said Los Ange-
les County Sheriff Alex Villanueva. 
Currently, detectives are trying to 
determine who built the .45 cali-
ber handgun, a 1911 model pistol. 
 The deadly assault was 
carried out on Berhow’s sixteenth 
birthday and authorities in the 
Santa Clarita area said, “Berhow 
did not leave a diary... behind and 
is not linked to any violent ideolo-
gy or group.” However, they do be-
lieve the attack was planned, since 
Berhow used the last bullet in the 
handgun to shoot himself. Accord-
ing to Sheriff Villanueva, federal 
agencies were working to unlock 
Berhow’s cell phone, which they 

believe contains clues to his plans, 
but have not yet found a mo-
tive. Villanueva also said that the 
mother of Berhow was unaware of 
what was going to transpire and 

packed him corn dogs, grapes, and 
homemade cookies on the day of 
the shooting. 
A vigil was held on Sunday, No-
vember 17th to remember the two 
teenagers killed in the shooting, 
14-year-old Dominic Blackwell, 
who was a junior ROTC member 
and football player, and 15-year-
old Gracie Muehlberger, who was 
her parents’ princess and known 
to be funny and also love shop-
ping. Students of Saugus High 
School were able to return to cam-
pus on Tuesday, November 19th 
to retrieve their belongings, while 
many left flowers and other items 
at a memorial outside the school. 
The high school is expected to 
remain closed until December 
2nd, while 15 other schools in the 
school district reopened on Mon-
day, November 18th. The school 
district is providing emotional 
support, counseling, and other 
activities to aid students at Sau-
gus High School on Wednesday, 
November 20th and Thursday, 
November 21st. According to Ev-
erytown, a gun-control advocacy 
group, it was the 85th incident of 
gunfire at a U.S school this year.
 Two weeks after the 

school shooting, students and staff 
returned to Saugus High School 
on Monday, December 2nd. Staff, 
law enforcement, and counselors 
welcomed the students from the 

gates of two entrances, with the 
help of Dr. David Schonfeld, a pe-
diatrician and professor. The first 
two days back to school will follow 
the minimum day schedule, while 
Wednesday will follow a late start 
schedule and regular instruction 
will begin Thursday and Friday. 
In an email to parents, Principle 
Vince Ferry assured them that 
mental health and other support 
providers will be on campus and 
stay as long as needed for the re-
mainder of the school year.
 California has some of 
the most restrictive gun laws in 
the country, with a registration 
called the red flag system, limita-
tions on gun purchases, magazine 
capacity and more. Yet, Nathaniel 
Berhow, too young to purchase or 
possess a gun killed two students 
and injured three at a high school. 
Do schools have to become for-
tresses to protect students? How 
many student lives could be saved 
if there were secured fencing and 
a restricted entrance with security 
personnel? Doing nothing about 
gun violence will guarantee more 
student lives taken and it seems 
way too many people are fine with 
this; I am not.

Shrine dedicated to the victims of the Saugus High School shooting
The Orange County Register

By Andrea Valerio

 The Bubonic Plague or 
“Black Death” devastated Europe 
in the 14th century, claiming 60 
million lives that made up of one-
third of Europe’s population at 
that time. The plague originated 
from central Asia and transformed 
by flea contaminated rats, which 
caused the spread of history’s 
deadliest plague. 
 As in the two people diag-

nosed with the pneumonic plague, 
they are currently being treated 
in a hospital in Beijing. These two 
new cases are indeed the same 
pneumonic form, but these cases 
appear far more deadly than the 
version of the plague from the 
past. When it comes to a plague 
in the pneumonic form, one of the 
easiest ways for it to spread is by a 

simple cough. It is highly possible 
that the infected persons must 
have handled an animal that had 
contagious fleas, which is one of 
the possible ways these patients 
got infected. 
 This has not been the first 
time a plague has broken out. Over 
the past few years, similar plagues 
have spread in different parts of 
the world. Five years ago in 2014 

Yemen, China, the entire perime-
ter of the city was sealed off. It was 
deemed a quarantine zone after a 
patient died from the spreading 
disease. According to world news, 
30,000 people were not allowed to 
leave the city, especially the 151 in-
fected individuals. Around July 23 
of that same year, no more cases of 
that outbreak have been reported. 

The Guardian

The Bubonic Plague is easily spread from person to person

By Mario Navarro
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An army veteran, Michael Bena-
vides, has been an educator, a 
special education supervisor, and 
a school principal for twenty years 
in Brownsville, Texas. Now he is a 
co-founder with four other educa-
tors and he has created an organi-
zation called Team Brownsville. 
This company involves amiable 
and sociable people like him to 
walk to the international border 
towards the city of Matamoros 
Tamaulipas, Mex-
ico and help give 
food to the asylum 
seekers, who are 
staying there. Mi-
chael Benavides is 
an army veteran, 
who specialized 
in the deactivat-
ing explosives 
for eight years. 
He fought in the 
Desert Storm op-
eration during the 
Persian Gulf War 
and according to 
Univision Noti-
cias, he says heis 
very patriotic.  
   Since  Benavides 
admits he is very 
patriotic he says 
“I was willing to 
give my life for this country, with 
all my heart I served and that has 
been one of the greatest achieve-
ments of my life. But what I am 
doing now, giving food and help to 
people who are waiting for asylum 
in Matamoros is more a patriotism 
than going to war," this veteran 
tells Univision News. All of these 
actions and movements encour-
aged from Michael Benavides are 
to show the better side of America 
and how helpful and welcome it is 
as a country. He states to Univi-
sion that he wants America to be 

known as “America is of love, of 
helping your neighbor, of the per-
son who needs the hand to give it to 
him. That has been America since 
he began receiving the people who 
need help.” The organization he 
is cofounder of with other educa-
tors is called Team Brownsville; 
its volunteers “help families and 
individuals legally seeking asylum 
in the United States” according to 
their website. Their program man-
ages giving food such as breakfast, 

dinner, and assistance at the bus 
station. These volunteers cross the 
border every day to offer support 
and food to those who are wait-
ing their turn to ask for asylum in 
the United States. In addition to 
those waiting for their turn, oth-
ers return to Mexico to wait for 
months until they are able to pres-
ent their cases in United States 
courts known as Protection Pro-
tocols of Migrants (PPC). In many 
cases, most of these determined 
immigrants don’t have a place to 
stay while they wait or do not have 

a job in order to support them-
selves, therefore, with the help of 
Team Brownsville, it helps with at 
least offering food and a bit of edu-
cation for the people.    
  Uniquely, this humble act of 
cause is happening in Brownsville, 
Texas. Benavides participates in 
this organization by walking to the 
international border between the 
city of Brownsville and Matam-
oros, Tamaulipas Mexico. He even 
tattooed the names of two migrant 

children who died un-
der the supervision of 
the Border Patrol, with 
crosses on his chest. 
He stated to Univison 
that every day when he 
wakes up and sees those 
tattoos, it gives him 
more motivation to keep 
doing what he is doing 
and to continue walking 
everyday towards the in-
ternational border. 
                       Michael 
Benavides and other 
co-founders do this ev-
ery day, throughout the 
whole year with other 
volunteers in the morn-
ing for breakfast, din-
ner, volunteer giving 

assistance to the elderly 
with helping them at the 

bus station, and have sidewalk 
schools for children and adults. 
Good acts of kindness go a long 
way, especially during this time of 
the year when you’re around fam-
ily. In many cases, a lot of these 
migrants have to sacrifice their 
time with their own family in or-
der to seek for a safer and better 
future. It’s time to consider how 
you would give back acts of kind-
ness, whether with just wishing 
everybody happy holidays or just 
not being greedy and wasteful. 

We are currently in a crucial mo-
ment that could shape the future 
of this country, Trump’s impeach-
ment hearings. During these his-
toric proceedings it’s important to 
know what is going on in our coun-
try. With new details emerging ev-
ery day, it can be hard to keep up 
with all of the information. Here is 
a guide to what you need to know 
about Donald Trump and im-
peachment.     
            In 2014 Hunter Biden, son 
of current presidential candi-
date Joe Biden, took a position 
at a Ukrainian gas company 
during the war between Rus-
sia and Ukraine. During his 
time there, the company was 
being investigated for corrup-
tion and Hunter Biden was a part 
of the investigation. Joe Biden 
allegedly pressured the Ukranian 
leadership to discard of the probe 
into the company. No evidence 
was found of Joe or Hunter Biden 
taking part in corruption. Fast 
forward to 2019, Joe Biden is run-
ning for president and is a front-
runner too. Donald Trump has al-
ready said that he would welcome 
any dirt on any of the democratic 
presidential candidates. Trump 
blocked aide and funds going to 
Ukraine. A week after, he calls the 
Ukrainian President, Volodomyr 
Zelensky, and asks for dirt on the 
Bidens, specifically about what 
happened in 2014. In the call, he 
implies that he will not send aide 
until Zelensky provides informa-
tion, however, others say that 
there was no quid pro quo. The 
term “quid pro quo” means a favor 
for a favor. In this case, it means 
that Trump has asked for dirt on 
a presidential candidate in ex-
change for aid to Ukraine. 

         On September 24th, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi announced a 
formal impeachment inquiry into 
Trump’s actions.  Pelosi said “The 
actions of the Trump presidency 
revealed the dishonorable fact of 
the President’s betrayal of his oath 
of office, betrayal of our national 
security and betrayal of the integ-
rity of our elections.’’ Scheduled 
hearings where witnesses will tes-

tify as to what they heard or know 
about the call to Ukraine have 
happened. In one of these hear-
ing Gordon Sondland, The U.S 
ambassador to the E.U, stated that 
there was a quid pro quo. Trump 
did threaten to withhold aid to get 
dirt on a political opponent. Laura 
K. Cooper, the deputy assistant 
secretary of defense for Russia 
and Ukraine testified that U.S did 
withhold aid. David Hale, a State 
Department official, corroborated. 
Ukraine’s President Zelensky said 
at a press conference in New York 
with Donald Trump that there 
was no quid pro quo. Many don’t 
believe that statement because 
Trump was withholding aid from 
Zelensky’s country and he could 
be trying to get it back.These pro-
ceedings will continue. There will 
be more developments, as the pro-
cess moves to the Judiciary Com-
mittee in Congress, and it’s impor-
tant to stay tuned to them.

By Bikram Bains Through the daunting impeach-
ment proceedings that have mold-
ed a channel of political tumult, the 
termination of DACA has set a per-
cussion of discord by many, on yet 
another assertion of power by the 
executive. These DACA recipients’ 
protection against deportation, 
and ultimately their future rests 
in paper and law. News sources on 
the media have covered the pub-
lic’s reproach of the administra-
tion’s unparallel decision to end 
DACA, however, the fed-
eral courts and ultimately 
the Supreme Court, are 
disputing a broader con-
troversy. 

 In Trump vs. 
NAACP, the Supreme 
Court grappled with 
the mounting political 
pressure regarding the 
administation’s deci-
sion to eliminate this 
Obama-era DACA pro-
gram (2012). The De-
ferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals (DACA) 
granted the children of 
immigrants contempo-
rary legal status and a 
working permit. This was an 
agency’s discretion to obstruct  
immigration policies-an execu-
tive’s prosecutorial discretion 
to choose not to deport illegal 
immigrants.  This was a “tem-
porary stoppage measure” is-
sued in two-year increments to 
be renewed by recipients. The 
Justices remained in dissension, 
descending on several discus-
sion topics during the seventy-
six minute case, and culminat-
ing in an anticipated gridlock. 
Whether the courts can even 
review the administration’s de-
cision to eliminate DACA, which 
is according to the government 
a “quintessential act of agency 
discretion.” According to an ar-
gumentative preview Justices to 
review dispute over termination 
of DACA on the analytical Sco-
tusblog of the Supreme Court: 
“But under the APA, the chal-
lengers emphasize, an agency 
has to provide a ‘genuine analy-

sis and lucid explanation of the 
relevant policy considerations 
before reversing a long-standing 
policy and subjecting 700,000 
individuals to deportation to un-
familiar nations where they may 
not even speak the language.”’ 
The Trump administration 
averted Congressional approv-
al to entail an “unwinding” of 
DACA, that is currently ensured 
under the Administrative Proce-
dure Act (APA), and has gained 
the political momentum in these 

federal court appeals.“The chal-
lengers in three cases argued 
together today –originally filed 
in California, the District of 
Columbia and New York –con-
tended that the Trump admin-
istration’s decision to end DACA 
violated the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act,”writes reporter Amy 
Howe of Socutusblog, “which 
is the federal law governing 
administrative agencies, and 
the lower courts ordered the 
government to keep DACA in 
place.” However, in past years, 
the U.S Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit had appellated two 
relatively similar policies in com-
parison to the benefits of DACA, 
fluctuating political tension of 
the legality of DACA.  Accord-
ing to the Scotusblog, “ The core 
of DACA’s substative unlawful-
ness is its grant to thousands of 
aliens whom Congress has de-
clared unlawfully present.” The 
illegality of DACA is evident in 

the executive decision by the 
Obama administration, originat-
ing in a memorandum from the 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS), to not enforce preva-
lent immigration policies. The 
“questionable illegality” of the 
program reinforces the rationale 
for the termination of DACA, but 
does not lucidly explain the legal, 
lower-courts appeals that have 
circulated in    federal courts to 
reverse it.  The process in which 
the termination had proceeded 

is questionable as well.
     The major DACA case, 
Department of Homeland 
Security v. Regents of the 
University of     California, 
began on November 12 be-
fore the Supreme Court. 
DACA recipient Luis Cor-
tes  joined Theordere Olson 
adjacent to the counsel, as 
the solicitor general Noel 
Fransciso presented the 
case against the plaintiffs. In 
the “torn” courtroom, Noel 
Francisco began the morn-
ing’s agenda with affirming 
the argument that the gov-
ernment’s decision to end 
DACA cannot be reviewed 

judicially. He adds, “And the 
Department’s reasonable con-
cerns about its legality and its 
general opposition to broad non-
enforcement policies provided 
more than a reasonable basis for 
ending it.”  Questions that arose 
gave way to an undecided court-
room.  A single question spurred 
a stalemate among the justices 
regarding whether the Trump 
administration violated the law. 
Francisco argued that there was 
sufficient consideration of the 
“reliance issues” in DACA docu-
ments, but Justice Elana Kegan 
suggested that Nielsan- the Sec-
retary that issued the memoran-
dum- weighted the legality of 
DACA with the reliance issues 
by the recipients. The predicted 
conclusive statements from the 
justices, according the Soctus-
blog, may be public this sum-
mer- leaving more than 700,000 
DACA holders in harrowing sus-
pense. 

By Isaac Aguirre

By Marcela Ceballos
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Protesters assembled before the Supreme 
Court in 2016 for a DACA hearing, this 

year is its sequel. 

Micheal Benavides and his colleagues provide 
warm meals for ayslum seekers.

“The American Republic has last-
ed for more than two tumultuous 
centuries. But can it survive Don-
ald Trump?” wrote the Atlantic in 
an article released on November 
2, 2019. The topic this question 
brings up may be a legitimate con-
cern. In the next twelve months, 
many things are at stake: the 2020 
election, Trump’s impeachment, 
and revelations about internation-
al inference in the 2016 election. 
Behind these big events, Trump is 
pushing the boundaries of the 
powers presidents have more than 
any president in U.S. history. But 
this trend of increasing presiden-
tial power over the other two 
branches of government is as old 
as the Roosevelt era, ultimately 
reaching a pinnacle with President 
Trump.                   
      Past presidents have tried to 
increase their power. Both Theo-
dore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wil-
son took charge of many decisions 
during World War I, increasing 
their power. In the mid-1900s, 
President Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt pushed the line of a presi-
dent’s reign by serving three con-
secutive terms as president, until 
he died in 1945. Although his lead-
ership helped the United States 
survive and win World War II, 
lawmakers were concerned that a 
president serving this long would 
eventually lead to an autocracy. 
Thus, Congress passed an amend-
ment to limit a president to two 
terms. Since the 9/11 attacks, 
Presidents George W. Bush and 
Barack Obama have pushed their 
powers too, influencing the laws in 
their favor and carrying out ac-
tions that should be monitored by 
other parts of government. Trump 
has pushed this concept to an apex 
with an average of 47 executive or-
ders a year, a number that is sig-
nificantly greater than recent pre-
ceding presidents. In addition, the 
orders he is giving are on a scale 
unrivaled by recent presidents, ex-
panding his influence on not only 
the nation, but the world.   
 Trump’s actions have led 
to a question: what does this all 
mean for America? The Ukraine 

scandal has led to a huge contro-
versy on whether the President is 
misusing power. This scandal re-
volves around the idea that Presi-
dent Trump was trying to force 
Ukraine into a quid pro quo to 
gain Ukraine’s support in bringing 
down 2020 presidential candi-
date, Joe Biden. Trump’s ex-
change with Ukraine culminated 
in a July 25, 2019 phone call with 
the Ukraine president, Volodymyr 
Zelensky. According to the Emolu-
ments Clause of the Constitution, 
the president cannot receive any 
personal benefit from the status of 
his position, meaning he/she can-
not bribe anyone by using presi-
dential powers. The six commit-
tees assigned to investigate 
Trump’s actions are looking for 
any clear-cut evidence that he’s 
violated the Emoluments Clause. 
In reality, Trump has been break-
ing this constitutional rule since 
the moment he stepped into office, 
using the resorts and hotels he 
owns to host multiple events in 
the past three years. His most re-
cent attempt was in proposing to 
host the G-7 summit at his very 
own resort in Dorul, Florida. On 
his announcement of the summit 
location,Democrats, some Repub-
licans, and government watch-
dogs, almost immediately at-
tacked the president’s decision. 
Not too long after, Trump reversed 
his decision and claimed he was 
open to other options.  President 
Trump’s actions propose an an-
swer to the question: what does 
this all mean for America? In real-
ity, it means America is growing 
weaker. The relationship is in-
versely proportional. The stronger 
Trump gets by breaking the many 
restrictions that were set by the 
Framers of the Constitution, the 
weaker the U.S. government gets. 
The three branches of American 
government all of a sudden be-
come one powerful branch with 
nobody to perform “checks and 
balances.” If Trump continues to 
carry out unconstitutional actions, 
America is going to pay, not 
Trump. 

PBS

By Sricharan Guddanti

Trump pushes the boundaries 
set by founding fathers
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What do Algae and Sea-
weed have in common? Well, 
they grow extremely fast and they 
can provide food for the growing 
population. We will need to have 
a 70% faster food making rate for 
the upcoming 10 billion people. 
Some foods like algae, 
seaweed, impossible 
burgers, jackfruit, and 
more would resolve 
the potential food is-
sue due to the growing 
population.                         
 The foods list-
ed above have good 
water intake or water 
usage. Algae is a very 
good source of food be-
cause it requires used 
or old water. The water 
can be salty or a little 
processed. The algae 
can be grown out in a 
desert or even out in 
the suburbs. Seaweed 
is made in the ocean and would 
take no extra time to just plant 
more or find lots. Seaweed grows 
phenomenally fast. It can grow up 
to two feet each day. Other foods 
such as the impossible burger is 

made out of soybean protein, co-
conut oil, and sunflower oil. The 
impossible burger is all plant-
based but it may take more water 
than wanted. Jackfruit is made 
from a jack tree and it tastes and 
can substitute for meat. Jack trees 

grow in the more humid climates 
and need more than 32°F. Jack-
fruit cannot grow in a container or 
in a pot. This matters because the 
food is needed to be faster and in a 
more productive way.

All of these food items 
are very tasty. Algae sort of tastes 
of bacon, salty and savory. Al-
gae would save us loads of water. 
Seaweed tastes like grass. It can 
be flavored to taste teriyaki flavor 
or wasabi. The impossible burger 

tastes like any regular 
burger. You can season 
it to whatever taste you 
want. Jackfruit tastes 
like pulled pork. There 
are very many ways 
to cook it and make 
it into a tasty vegan 
pulled pork. If we do 
not switch into more 
plant-based foods, 
there will be more 
needs to eat living ani-
mals that create pol-
lution and have more 
diseases. The earth will 
need to have some 
way of changing ag-
ricultural practices to 

fit more food in smaller without 
creating more pollution. Without 
changing, there will be differences 
in clean water, temperature, and 
food sources.

 Tik Tok, previously known 
as musical.ly, is an online video-
sharing platform that has gone 
viral since its replacement of mu-
sical.ly in 2017. Based in China, 
the videos are usually made with 
music in the background, with 
each song having something dif-
ferent to do. For example, Pretty 
Boy Swag by Soulja Boy was made 
into a Tik Tok song through the 
challenge of finding your celebrity 
look-alike and striking a pose at 
the beat drop, which matches the 
celebrity’s pose. Many more ex-
amples exist of this video format. 
Tik Tok users also use text to por-
tray information with the viewer, 
while music plays in the back-

ground. Again, with certain songs, 
there are certain themes to the text 
displayed to the viewer. Tik Tok is 
one of the biggest cultural forces 
of the modern-day, but where 
did it all begin?                                                     
The answer is in 
previous stream-
ing platforms 
musical.ly and 
Vine. Tik Tok 
takes many ideas 
and formatting 
styles from mu-
sical.ly and Vine. 
The lip-syncing 
and challenges 
aspect of Tik 
Tok comes from 
musical.ly, while 
the skits and the 
communication 
with the viewer come from Vine. 
For those reasons, Tik Tok has 
been said to be split up into two 
main types: Vine Tik Toks and 
musical.ly Tik Toks. The Tik Toks 
that resemble Vine contain ele-
ments that relate more to Vine’s 
previous content while the musi-
cal.ly Tik Toks relate more to what 
musical.ly’s previous content was. 
Although some Tik Toks are in be-
tween these two categories, most 
Tik Toks fall under one or the 
other. For this reason, Tik Tok at-
tracted almost everyone that used 
to be on Vine and musical.ly, and 
a lot more. Since Tik Tok is such 
a shareable platform, people share 
Tik Toks all over different social 
media platforms, including You-
tube and Instagram. People that 
liked Tik Tok’s content got Tik Tok. 

As Tik Tok became more shared, 
the app became more famous.                                     
        As the app becomes more 
famous, more variety is posted on 
the app. But a problem has arisen. 
The company that owns Tik Tok, 
Beijing-based company Byte-
Dance, is trying to enforce Chi-
nese foreign policy aims abroad 
through the app. The company is 
hiring moderators that are cen-
soring any mention of things that 
are banned in China, such as Ti-
ananmen Square, Tibetan inde-
pendence, and the illegal religious 
group Falun Gong, according to 
leaked documents detailing the 
site’s moderation guidelines. This 
is a huge problem for Tik Tok. 

Why? If China’s foreign policy 
becomes too restrictive, what will 
happen to the variety of Tik Tok? 
Only selective material would be 
posted about in the app, which 

will reduce app users, slowly mak-
ing Tik Tok less famous. This will 
then put Tik Tok out of business. 
This problem conflicts with the 
first amendment rights in the 
United States. More content, like 
LGBTQ-friendly content, has been 
getting banned from Tik Tok. 
This is a controversial issue that 
holds Tik Tok back from becoming 
more mainstream that it already is
.                                                     Tik Tok 
has become what it has today for 
many reasons, the main two being 
Vine and musical.ly. And Tik Tok 
will keep evolving. There are some 
problems with the infrastructure 
of Tik Tok. Censorship could be-
come a problem in the spreading 
of Tik Tok. But the social media 
platform has become what it has 
today because of its shareability.

By Aidan Madonna By Taneesh Kondapally

 Negative people love 
bringing others down. Even their 
own family. Sometimes, it feels as 
if that’s all they like to do. Nega-
tive people can cause problems for 
us on an individual level. Some-
times, we unknowingly give toxic 
characters influence over our ev-
eryday activities Whether a friend 
drags you down or a rude custom-
er ruins your day, it’s important to 
reach nirvana.   

Here are 4 strategies to take that 
negativity and turn it into some-
thing positive. 

1. Give Yourself a Break 
 It’s wise to limit your ex-
posure to the toxic person. At 
times it can be overwhelming to be 
around negativity. When you’re ir-
ritated or frustrated by someone, 
it’s okay to just take some  time 
to collect your thoughts. Just be-
cause they contact you, you aren’t 
required to return every call or 
text immediately. When you have 
to hang out with them, try to do so 
in a group setting,  so you won’t be 
left with them on one-on-one.
 2. Try Understanding Why 

 Every toxic or negative 
person is the way they are for a 
reason. According to Raj Raghu-
nathan, “almost all negativity has 
its roots in three fears: The fear of 
being disrespected by others, the 
fear of not being loved by others, 
and the fear that ‘bad things’ are 
going to happen.” 

3. Holding Your Tongue 
 When deal-
ing with a negative 
person, it’s tempt-
ing to let yourself 
slide into anger. 
Responding angri-
ly only feeds their 
negativity. Holding 
back your emotional 
response can be dif-
ficult, but it is key 
to maintaining in-
ner peace.  Try not 
taking insensitive 
comments person-
ally. Sometimes the 
stressor might have 
a valid point. Even if 
they did not express 
it properly, look for a 
takeaway. 

4. Be positive 
 Gestures like compliment-
ing will chip away at their negativ-
ity. They might even find joy, but 
if not, so be it. Doing nice things 
for people will make you feel good 
about yourself, even if they do the 
opposite.  You can have a success-
ful relationship with a negative 
person as long as your expecta-
tions are based realistically.

By Alyanna Davis

shuttertock

Aidan Madonna

Tech Crunch

The Economic Times

There are many constant debates regarding 
TikTok and its sensoring

Almost every other teen has Tik Tok downloaded on 
their devices

In the future, these may be the new Thanksgiving 
dinner creations

 We have utterly other 
ways of paying for things than we 
had  twenty years ago. Whereas 
we tend  to use money or checks 
and typically charge for larger pur-
chases, currently, individuals typi-
cally don’t carry cash, never carry 
a chequebook, and typically do 
everything with plastic or maybe 
with their smartphones.
 Alongside employing a 
mastercard, people can conjointly 
use a system like Paypal or Apple 
Pay. Currently “Pay with Google” 
has been introduced, operating 
much like Paypal.  According to a 
survey conducted by Laura Tucker, 
people are conflicted on whether 
to trust Google with their personal 
data related to banking and money 
issues.  Below are some responses 
from people who have considered 
the matter:
 Nicholas the Chef of a 
Mexican restuarant, was asked 
about this subject and he said, 
Google has “almost no reason to 
be not trustworthy.” Even more, 
they’ve additional capitalize more 
than all the massive U.S. banks. 
Thus, if they provide a payment 
service, it is sensible on several 
levels, “from proving trustworthy 
to having money backup just in 
case of a ‘bank run.
 Damien, a social worker, 
is already using the Google pay-
ment system to shop for apps, 
therefore, there isn’t any reason 

for him to not trust them on web-
sites. To boot, “as a publisher, 
since Pay with Google doesn't 
charge a group action fee, i'm al-
ready designing on it and adding 
it collectively as the payment ways 
for making technical school Easi-
er.” 
 Miguel, a local hip hop 
instructor, feels that “we offer 
our in person classifiable info too 
munificently, however, Google in-
cludes a log of safeguarding their 
users’ infor-
mation from 
c o m p r o m i s e 
rather with ef-
ficiency,” ex-
pressing his 
mixed feelings. 
However, once 
it involves 
Google’s pay-
ment system, 
he doesn’t see 
a reason to not 
have a mini-
mum of some 
trust in it. 
He addition-
ally agrees with Phil relating to the 
ability of Google to mistreatment 
your purchase history for their 
own gain. 
 Ada the housewife, won’t 
use google pay as her sole manner 
of payment, therefore, she’s not 
that involved regarding privacy. 
She doesn’t care if the globe is 

aware if she’s shopping for books, 
clothes, home appliances, etc. She 
sees that there are already several 
different players within the field, 
therefore, she thinks they’ll need 
some luck in succeeding against 
Google.
 Alex, the office worker 
jokes, “For the quantity of Google 
services I take advantage of, I high-
ly trust them!” He realizes they use 
personal data to sell things, how-
ever, he notes their product are 

usually the simplest. They need no 
legitimate competition once it in-
volves Google search, and they’ve 
never given anyone a reason to 
not trust them. “Whether I take 
advantage of Pay with Google can 
come back right down to the stan-
dard of the service, instead of the 
trust I place in Google.”

By Sanam Khalil

There are many different methods to 
prevent/aviod negativity

Helping Beta

The public has different feelings about the safe-
ty of google being involved with money
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 In the Bay Area, there’s 
no such thing as falling snowflakes 
during the winter season, but a 
reason to celebrate still makes 
way into our cold hearts; family, 
presents, and hot chocolate, right? 
How about you switch your radio 
station to 96.5, the Bay’s source 
of happiness on a cold winter 
day; Christmas music. There’s no 
doubt that the best songs are defi-
nitely “All I want for Christmas is 
You,” “I want a Hippopotamus 
for Christmas,” and “Grandma 
Got Ran Over by a Reindeer.” Yet 
no one gives “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas” the praise it deserves.
Why is that?
 Well, first of all, looking 
at the lyrics of the main version 
(can you believe there’s more 
than one?), we can see how messy 
this song is: “On the first day of 
Christmas, my true love gave to 
me a partridge in a pear tree…” 
It continues by adding something 
each day and repeating the previ-
ous gifts until the 12th day when 
all of the gifts are together.
Day 2: two turtle doves
Day 3: three French hens
Day 4: four calling birds
Day 5: five golden rings
Day 6: six geese a-laying
Day 7: seven swans a-swimming
Day 8: eight maids a-milking
Day 9: nine ladies dancing
Day 10: ten lords a-leaping
Day 11: eleven pipers piping
Day 12: twelve drummers drum-
ming
 Typically, people don’t 
spend time calculating all the gifts 
that the singer received (let’s all ask 
for a hippopotamus this year). To 
satisfy your curiosity, I’ve done the 
calculations for you. There are 12 
partridges in a pear tree, 22 turtle 
doves, 30 French hens, 36 calling 
birds, 40 golden rings, 42 geese a-
laying, 42 swans a-swimming, 40 
maids a-milking, 36 ladies danc-
ing, 30 lords a-leaping, 22 pipers 
piping, and 12 drummers drum-
ming. In total, that is 364 gifts, 
and even 602 if you count the pear 
trees, cows, drums, etc separately. 
Surely, it must be true love to get 

someone 364 gifts in just 12 days. 
In the case that you’re thinking of 
looking for all these gifts to prove 
your undying love, I suggest you 
don’t. Not only would the cost of 
everything be extremely pricey 
(how do you feel about $39,000?), 
it would be near impossible to find 

a store willing to sell everything 
mentioned in the song.   
 Aside from the fact that 
the 12 days of Christmas cost the 
singer’s true love a grand amount 
of money, the song is believed to 
be written by Catholic Clerics who 
used silly lyrics to disguise their 
teachings. For example, the par-
tridge represents Jesus Christ as 
the partridge would die to protect 
its young. The rest is just as bi-
zarre:
two turtle doves: old and new 
testaments
three French hens: theological 
virtues (faith, hope, and charity)
four calling birds: four evange-
lists (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John)
five golden rings: first five 
books of the Old Testament

six geese a-laying: six days of 
creation before humans
seven swans a-swimming: 
seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(prophecy, ministry, teaching, 
exhortation, giving, leading, and 
compassion)
eight maids a-milking: eight 
blessings for those who were 
poor in spirit, mourning, meek, 
hungry and thirsty for righteous-
ness, merciful, pure in heart, 
peacemakers, and persecuted for 
the sake of righteousness
nine ladies dancing: nine 
fruits of the Holy Spirit
ten lords a-leaping: Ten Com-
mandments
eleven pipers piping: eleven 
faithful apostles
twelve drummers drum-
ming: twelve points of doctrine 
in the Apostle’s Creed

 While some people might 
state that the gifts don’t match 
with their real meaning, thinking 
of the Clerics’ determination to 
spread the word warms our hearts 
and provides an amusing 4-min-
ute song, useful for any mission to 
annoy relatives, on a holiday road-
trip.

By Alyssa J Pulido

The Tipsy Verse
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Each numbered figure gives 
a better visual of what is 
sung in “The Twelve  Days of 

Christmas”

This Christmas tree displays 
the total number of presents the 

singer gives to his/her lover

 Nike has decided to leave 
Amazon, which has people won-
dering if others will soon follow 
suit. The sneaker retailer will 
no longer continue to sell their 
merchandise, such as shoes or 
clothing, through Amazon, an 
e-commerce website. This was 
done to focus on Nike’s direct to 
customer business. “Brands don’t 
need Amazon. Amazon had a de-
livery speed advantage, but that 
advantage has compressed,” Jef-
feries analyst Randy Konik said. 
Many other brands may consider 
removing their merchandise from 
Amazon.   

 This decision by Nike 
was made for multiple reasons. 
Companies do not make as much 
profit from online retailers, due 
to the retailer taking a percent-
age of the profit. This means that 
Nike would make more money 
without Amazon. Amazon also 
does not have good advertising or 
marketing on their website. Many 
consumers find it difficult to find 
clothing on the website. Lastly, the 
speed advantages of Amazon have 

reduced dramatically in recent 
years. In the past, Amazon was a 
much faster shipper compared to 
other websites, due to their many 
warehouses they ship from. Other 
companies such as Nike have im-
proved their shipping and closed 
the gap. This means that Nike 
does better at marketing and ad-
vertising their merchandise, and 
now they are just as good at ship-
ping and they make more money 
on their own.
 Other brands may follow 
Nike’s lead and remove their items 
from Amazon and cease to sell on 
the platform, if Nike is success-

ful with this method. Other 
brands such as Birkenstock 
and Gap have already pulled 
their merchandise. Some 
retailers choose not to sell 
on Amazon due to Amazon 
owning the sales data. This 
means that the brand cannot 
see which items have been 
selling and which haven’t on 
Amazon. It is also difficult 
on Amazon for consumers to 
determine whether they are 
buying from the brand itself 
or a third-party. This means 
that brands can obtain a bad 
name from third-parties sell-

ing defective merchandise. 
 Nike, Birkenstock, and 
Gap have already pulled mer-
chandise from Amazon. What 
other brands will follow their 

lead in the future? “Amazon is 
just a traffic aggregator that re-
duces friction in consumption ... it 
doesn’t build communities, “Kon-
ik remarked. Amazon is an easy 
way for consumers to purchase 
goods online. However, it does not 
help the brand find new consum-
ers, and it cuts into profit margins. 
Many other companies will likely 
reduce or completely eliminate 
items sold on the online retailer in 
the future. 

By Dhiraj Bomma

 Every household has a 
variety of battery-powered items, 
chargeable or not. And, coinciden-
tally, it’s so hard to find a place to 
throw them away. Going online 
and searching for a place that 
takes certain batteries is more 
frustrating than need be because 
half the places listed in our city 
don’t actually take them. If you 
want to throw away mercury light 
bulbs, you’ll have to drive out of 
Fremont. For instance, Home 

Depot used to take mercury light 
bulbs that were broken or dam-
aged a few years ago, but they 
stopped. Our school, JFK, used 
to have certain days of the month 
where they would collect batter-
ies from parents or students who 

needed to dispose of them. But 
they got rid of that as well. So why, 
at a time where being environ-
mentally friendly and aware of our 
carbon footprint is crucial to help 
revert the damage we’ve caused to 
the Earth, have we gotten rid of 
the resources needed to do these 
things we used to advocate for? 
 According to the city of 
Fremont, they made it “illegal to 
dispose of batteries in the trash, 
including common household 

types, such as alkaline, recharge-
able, and smaller button-types.” 
Along with this, some trucks do 
rounds around Fremont to pick up 
hazardous waste families need to 
dispose of twice a year, meaning 
if your mercury light bulb breaks, 

you won’t be able to dispose of it 
stat from your home. 
 People don’t care about 
the effects batteries have on the 
environment, and probably don’t 
know that throwing away batter-
ies is illegal in the first place. The 
fact that throwing away hazardous 
waste has become more accessible 
over the years is also worrying, 
as it makes an effort to do a good 
thing for the environment all the 
more troublesome. Some shops 

and centers claim to collect 
hazardous waste, but in real-
ity, they only take a few specific 
items, like VRLA and Lithium-
Ion batteries. Others say they 
do, but when you arrive there 
to drop them off, they admit 
that they don’t actually take 
them, and the information you 
were given is old. 
 Next time you grab your 
bag of used up and old batter-
ies that don’t charge anymore, 
think about how inconvenient 
it is to have to drive all the way 
across the city or to another 
city just to throw them away. 
Hazardous waste disposal 
should be more common, 
since the amount of waste 
that is actually hazardous in 
your household is surprising. 
For instance, things that fall 
into the category of hazardous 
waste could be simple things 

like putty, caulk, waxes, fertil-
izers, ant traps, pesticides or 

herbicides, rat poison, fluores-
cent light bulbs, and bleach. As we 
claim to be one of the most envi-
ronmentally friendly cities in the 
state, why is it so hard to throw 
away a simple broken light bulb?

By Katerina Yakusevich

Wall Street Journal

Shoes and apparel such as the 
Nike brand shown above will no 
longer  be available to purchase 

on Amazon

Wikimedia

The result of a battery degrading and battery corrossion occur-
ing is due to batteries discharging through time

 Plant-based meat is es-
sentially protein built from ingre-
dients obtained from plants, and 
is specifically formulated to have 
the texture, taste, aroma, color 
and mouth feel that represents 
meat. Also, plant-based meats are 
supposed to help the environment 
because meat production uses 
large amounts of natural resourc-
es. Plant-Based meat is usually 

made for vegans and vegetarians, 
however, 89 percent of these peo-
ple eating this new product aren’t 
vegan or vegetarian at all. The 89 
percent of these people just want 
“more variety in their diet” instead 
of their usual. That’s why there’s a 
growing demand for plant-based 
meat. Recently, huge food com-
panies such as Smithfield, Tyson, 
Hormel, Nestlé and Perdue have 
produced their own meat replace-
ments, stockpiling supermarket 
shelves with plant-based chicken 
nuggets, burgers and meatballs. 
As plant-based meat is becom-
ing more and more common in 
people’s diets, consumers of the 
products are looking to eat less 
meat because of its health con-
cerns and the damage it can have 
on the climate.                         
 In the last 5 months, Be-
yond Meat’s market price has ris-

en dramatically, and Impossible 
Foods’ offer to supply plant-based 
Whoppers at Burger King has pro-
voked a flood of fast food chains to 
experiment with similar products. 
Surprisingly, lab-created meat 
alternatives and plant-based pro-
tein could potentially be worth as 
much as a whopping $85 Million 
by 2030. Companies are now try-
ing to make veggie burgers taste 

like real meat, despite 
the fact that veggie 
burgers have been 
around for decades. 
Companies are ex-
perimenting by using 
pea proteins and ge-
netically modified soy. 
The executive chief 
of Impossible Foods, 
Pat Brown, has long 
expressed a project 
of producing artificial 
meat, as it’s vital for 
the environment. Mr. 
Brown says, “Every 
aspect of the animal-
based food industry is 

vastly more environmentally dis-
ruptive and resource-inefficient 
than any plant-based system.” He 
even has a deadline in mind and 
it’s surprising: to remove animal 
products from the world food sup-
ply by 2035. Impossible foods is 
also trying to create new plant-
based meat products such as “fish-
less fish”; however, it has failed to 
become a major company so far.    
  Over the sum-
mer, the company was not able to 
meet the increasing request for its 
meatless patties, creating shortag-
es at restaurants and making staff 
members overworked; sometimes 
working 12-hour shifts to keep the 
business’s manufacturing site in 
Oakland, California, alive. Over-
all, this new wave of plant based 
“meat” is a sign of the future and 
the public is eating is up!

By Desmond Yu

vegnews

The evolvutionized appearance of 
what a plant-based burger patty 
looks like and is available to pur-

chase
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he Batman is an 
American superhero 
film directed by Matt 
Reeves, falling under 

the crime/drama genre. It is 
expected to be released June 25 
2021. The Batman will be the 
eighth movie revolving around 
Batman as the protagonist, 
meaning fans will get yet another 
storyline for the cinematic 
universe. Almost nothing is known 
about the plot of the movie; 
however, the casting list may give 
some hints to what Batman will 
have to deal with in the 2021 film.               
 Batman has been 
portrayed by 6 actors: Adam West, 
Michael Keaton, Val Kilmer, 
George Clooney, Christian Bale, 
and Ben Affleck, in live action 
films. It is time to add another 
name to that list, and that name is 
Robert Pattinson. Pattinson is best 
known for his leading role as Ed-
ward in The Twilight Saga. He will 
be portraying a younger version of 
Batman, a stark contrast to Ben 
Affleck’s old and beat-up version 
of the bat. Pattinson is to thank for 
all of the minimal details known 
about the film. He has stated that 
this film will focus on Batman’s 
detective skills, since this is one of 
Batman’s attributes that hasn’t 
been given much attention in any 
of the films. After all, Batman’s 

first appearance was in a Detective 
Comic. Another one of Batman’s 
iconic attributes is his voice. His 
voice in the film has not been pub-
licly released yet, but The Batman 
himself said he is taking inspira-
tion from Willam Dafoe’s voice, 

well known from Spider-Man. Pat-
tinson’s most recent statement 
noted that he feels he will not be 
playing the average hero. Does 
this mean fans will see an even 
darker version of the masked vigi-
lante?                        
  Side characters are very 
important to the storyline of the 
movie, since many Batman 
storylines are known due to each 
story’s unique characters and 
personalities. The Riddler and The 
Penguin are said to be in this mov-
ie, but only The Riddler has been 
cast. The Riddler will be played by 
Paul Dano. Jonah Hill was meant 

to be cast as The Penguin; howev-
er, the role did not land, due to 
Hill wanting more than double the 
money Pattinson was making, 
even though Pattinson is the lead! 
Commissioner Gordon will be 
played by Tony and Emmy award 
winner Jeffrey Wright. Wright is a 
fantastic actor; however, Commis-
sioner Gordon is a very distinct 
role, so best of luck to Wright. 
Selena Kyle, Catwoman, will be 
played by Zoe Kravitz. Catwoman 
is a byronic hero, so it’s unclear 
whether she will be a friend or foe 
to Batman. While the cast-list is 
short at this time, speculations of 
what the film will contain can be 
made. In previous films and 
shows, Riddler has been the villain 
that gets inside of Batman’s head 
with mind games. This will cause 
Batman to rely on his wits and de-
tective skills to figure out Riddlers 
tricks. Catwoman has been one of 
Batman’s love interests, so this 
may lead to another story arc be-
tween the caped crusader and Cat-
woman. However, just because 
these characters have been por-
trayed this way in the past, doesn’t 
mean they will be the same in the 
2021 film. As the release date 
comes closer, more information 
gets released, but fans can certain-
ly expect something good thanks 
to this Matt Reeves cast list.

By Isaac Sawyer

isney Plus is a new 
streaming service that 
was released on Novem-

ber 13th. The service has over 
7,500 TV shows and nearly 500 
films. Including films from 
Marvel, Pixar, Lancaster 
Films, and National Geo-
graphic! It may soon be a 
rival to Netflix, considering 
Disney plus received mul-
tiple subscriptions in the 
first few days of its launch. 
Disney Plus also has a new 
film, called The Mandalo-
rian, which is a prequel the 
series of all the other Star 
Wars films. They have almost any 
movie or TV show you would want 
to watch on On-Demand. Disney 
Plus has received over 10 million 
subscriptions on the first day of its 
launch, but the service was down 
from all of the overload of 10 mil-
lion people at once, which means 
that they should have started to 
test the service for bugs. Although, 
a few people were able to load it 
up on the first day.   
 Subscribers have their 
own opinions. Nick Pino, a writer 
for TechRadar says, “The Disney 
Plus app lets you indicate whether 
you’re using mobile data to stream 
or not. If you do, you’ll have the 
option to stream in lower qual-
ity so your precious data doesn’t 
instantly disappear.” Nick says 
how if you are not on wifi, Disney 
Plus will make the quality worse to 
not take all your data. According 
to an independent research site 
Finder, Netflix streams about four 

thousand movies and about two 
thousand television shows to the 
United States. Disney plus only 
has about 500 movies. That is only 
one-eighth of what Netflix has.                                                 
 The price is only $7 a 
month or $70 ($5.84 a month) 

for the year, with four streaming 
devices at once and seven profiles 
can be made. You can get a deal 
for Disney Plus, Hulu, and ESPN+ 
for only $13 a month. This is a 
good deal considering, Netflix is 
$16 for the premium plan which 
allows four devices at the same 
time and up to five accounts made 
in the same account and streams 
high definition (HD) and ultra-
high definition (UHD). $13 for the 
standard plan which is two devices 
at once and streams HD, and the 
cheapest tier, the basic plan which 
is $9, allows one device at a time 
and streams standard definition 
(SD). Although Disney does not 
have something like Netflix origi-
nals, they have movies that you 
like. Disney has all of the perks 
that Netflix has in its Premium 
deal at Disney’s standard.

 

etflix began streaming 
movies and shows in 

2007. It has been the most popu-
lar choice for all people wanting to 
stream television. Then last year, 
Disney announced they would be 
releasing their own streaming ser-

vice, with all their own content. As 
Disney now owns many other pro-
duction studios, such as “Lucas-
Films,”  “Pixar Animation Studio,” 
and “Marvel Entertainment Stu-
dio” it could lead to a major loss 
for Netflix. Walt Disney Studios 
released information on how they 
would be taking all their content 
off Netflix and make their monthly 
payment half the price of Netflix. 
What does this mean for Netflix in 
the future now? Netflix was quick 

to act on this by making a new 
deal. Netflix then announced their 
deal the day after Disney plus re-
leased their signed deal with the 
beloved Nickelodeon. Netflix told 
the public they would be produc-
ing and releasing new shows and 
movies with your favorite Nick-
elodeon characters. Nickelodeon 
said on twitter, “We’re bringing 
so much content to Netflix.” Many 
long time fans were excited they fi-
nally get to see their favorite child-
hood shows make a come back on 
Netflix.                                  
      Not much information will 
be coming, but we do know that 
we will see a music based spinoff 
of SpongeBob SquarePants with 
Squidward as the main character. 
This is something fans have been 
wanting from this show. People 
are also looking for a reboot of old-
er shows from Nickelodeon, such 
as Rugrats or Hey Arnold. These 
deals made by both the companies 
are set to last multiple years. Net-
flix will need more deals like this 
if they want to stay relevant and 
compete with Disney’s century old 
backlog of film product. 

   
  
  

Home Alone 
Home Alone is a very popular 
Christmas movie, but you may not 
have noticed some things about 
the movie or the actors. To start 
off, the movie was not filmed in 
New York, it was actually filmed in 
Chicago. Some of the adult actors 
were not familiar with the term 
family-friendly, for example, Joe 
Pesci who plays Harry, had a hard 
time keeping the movie family-
friendly, since he was used to act-
ing in movies that were made for 
more mature audiences. Finally, 
if you believe that Elvis Presley 
is still alive, a conspiracy theory 
claims that Elvis actually starred 
in Home Alone. In the scene where 
Kate McCallister tries to book a 
flight back home to her 8 year old 
son, whom she left behind, the ex-
tra actor standing in line behind 
Kate, looks like Elvis to some, but 
others just dismiss the idea since 
he allegedly died in 1977. (mental-
floss)

Elf

While Elf is a well known Christ-
mas comedy, some facts are un-
known to many about the film. In-
stead of Will Ferrell being Buddy 
in Elf, Jim Carrey was originally 

supposed to be Buddy, but since 
the film took around 10 years to 
make, things change. The film was 
also based on the classic Rudolph 

the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer. If Buddy’s clothes look 
familiar to you it is because it is 
the same as the one the elves wear 
in the Rudolph movie. Some of the 
scenes in this movie were actually 
filmed in an abandoned mental 
hospital. The Freddy vs. Jason 
movie was also filmed at this very 
same mental hospital. The mental 
hospital is called Riverview Hospi-
tal. The hospital has also been used 
in many other tv shows and mov-
ies such as The X-Files, Final Des-
tination 2, Jennifer’s Body, and 
See No Evil 2. Some of the scenes 
were actually filmed in New York 
instead of Vancouver on a set. Will 
Ferrell actually ran and walked 
around all New York in his elf cos-

tume. (mentalfloss)

How The Grinch Stole Christ-
mas The Grinch is very well-
known evil turned good charac-
ter, but here are some things you 
didn’t know about this character . 
The original book character of The 
Grinch was originally black and 
white with pink eyes. In the live 
action version, makeup Jim Car-
rey wore was almost unbearable to 
wear the whole day. Jim actually 
needed counseling from a Navy 

SEAL on torture-
resistance techniques. (Babble)

The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas  A beloved family movie. 
Here are some interesting facts 
about this movie. First, the movie 
originated from a poem. Yes, this 
whole movie started with just one 
poem. Since this is a stop motion 
picture, Jack had over 400 heads 
that were used throughout the 
film. Jack, originally was not sup-
posed to have eyes, but due to the 
age of the audience, Disney did 
not want the kids to be too afraid 
of the film. The Nightmare Before 
Christmas was supposed to have 
a sequel, but, since the movie by 
itself was a huge success, Disney 
did not want to ruin its reputation 
b  by making a sequel. 
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 Many people are out-
raged about Trump’s decision 
to take back the 
redesign of the 
twenty dollar bill 
proposed during 
Obama’s term. 
The redesign was 
supposed to have 
Harriet Tubman 
as the main per-
son on the bill, in-
stead of President 
Jackson. Many 
people were 
looking forward 
to this design, as 
it would have been the first bill to 
feature a woman, and a person of 
color. Harriet Tubman showed 
intelligence and bravery, while 
freeing slaves through the Under-
ground Railroad. Her im-
age on the bill symbolizes 
that America was shaped 
by people other than 
white men. 
 Officials appoint-
ed by Obama worked on 
redesigning the twenty 
dollar bill. The design was 
not unveiled to the public, 
but was expected in 2028. 
Many were looking for-
ward to the change. Presi-
dent Trump when speak-
ing on the topic remarked 
that the change was “pure 
political correctness.” He 
did, however, propose putting her 
on the two dollar bill, which has 
not been printed since 2006. Sen-
ator Jeanne Shaheen said, “this 
delay sends an unmistakable mes-
sage to women and girls, and com-

munities of color, who were prom-
ised they’d see Harriet Tubman on 

the twenty dollar bill.” Many peo-
ple are passionate about this issue. 
“I feel like we are ignoring a part of 
our history by not putting her on 
the bill.” - Bikrams Bains 22’

 Some people are taking 
initiative in putting Tubman on 
the twenty dollar bill. Artist Dano 
Wall did not want to wait for the 
Trump administration to honor 
the Underground Railroad hero. 

He created a stamp with the ca-
pability of superimposing an im-

age of Harriet 
Tubman over the 
former president. 
Wall has been 
careful not to 
break federal laws 
regarding defac-
ing currency. 
His stamps have 
been made sure 
to avoid covering 
text or numbers 
on the bills. Over 
600 stamps have 
already been sold 

and Dano is working to reach his 
goal of 5000. The laser printed 
stamps have been in use since 
2017, and bills with the stamp are 
still accepted in vending machines 

and stores.
 Harriet Tub-
man on the twenty dol-
lar bill would symbolize 
the hardworking, brave 
people in America. It also 
represents how people of 
color and women were 
important people in 
the development of this 
country. Even though 
the Trump administra-
tion may not endorse the 
change, people are work-
ing on making it happen. 
Hopefully, the stamping 
of bills motivates gov-

ernment officials to work harder 
on updating the twenty dollar bill. 
The bill is a representation of how 
women, and people of color are 
important in politics and the US 
as a whole.
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By Andrea Medina
 Have you ever thought about how when you bite down on some-
thing you’re actually “biting up” because you can’t move your upper jaw? 
Crazy right? Or questioned why deliveries on a ship are called cargo but 
in a car, it’s called a shipment?
 When we are distracted, we tend to wander in our own minds, 
which is what causes things like “shower thoughts,” “daydreaming” dur-
ing class, “late-night thoughts,” and other types of distracted thoughts. 
Anyway,….here are a couple more to think about:
1. You never actually stop clap-
ping, the time between each clap 
just gets longer.

2. The voice in your head can 
scream, whisper, and speak nor-
mally, but it’s always at the same 
volume.3. Why are babies in the womb 

for 8-10 months, but aren’t 8-10 
months when they’re born?

4. People say life is short, but it’s 
the longest thing we’ll ever experi-
ence.

6. Fried egg and fried chicken are 
the same food at different stages.

5. Today is the oldest you’ve ever 
been, but also the youngest you’ll 
ever be again.

9. Buildings don’t make earth any 
heavier because all the materials 
for it were already on earth.

7. If you get out of the shower 
clean how do towels get dirty?

BHG/ Lake Geneva Country Meats

New York Post
8. Money in your wallet isn’t 
yours, it’s just your turn to spend 
it.
10. If the sun is in space, why is 
there light on earth and not in 
space?

11. Is a group of squids called a 
squad?

12. What color are mirrors?
13. Your first birthday is actually 
your second birthday.

14. If tomatoes are a fruit, is 
ketchup a smoothie?

Serious Eats

15. Do you ever wonder what your 
pet named you?

16. Who closes the bus door after 
the bus driver gets off?

17. If you hit yourself and it hurts, 
are you weak or are you strong?

Breedsy

18. The more you light a lighter 
the lighter it gets until it’s too light 
to light.

19. Who put the alphabet in al-
phabetical order?

20. If you wear a shirt inside out, 
the whole universe is wearing it 
except you.

21. Is there another word for syn-
onym?

24. Do you think sand is called 
sand because it’s between the sea 
and land?

Wordpress
23. Nothing is on fire, fire is on 
things.

26. If dentists make their money 
from bad teeth, why do we use 
toothpaste that they recommend?

27. You don’t actually wash your 
hands. They wash each other while 
you stand there looking at them.28. The hospital you were born in 

is the only building you leave with-
out entering.

25. 2019 will probably be the last 
year that ends with “teen” for the 
rest of our lives.

22. You could throw a rock into a 
lake and be the last person to touch 
that rock until the end of time.

WordPress

By Dhiraj Bomma

National Geographic

Capricorn 
(Dec 22-Jan 20)

Sagittarius  
(Nov 23-Dec 21)

Scorpio 
(Oct 23-Nov 22)

Libra 
(Sep 23-Oct 22)

Virgo  
(Aug 24-Sep 22)

Leo 
(Jul 24-Aug 23)

Cancer  
(Jun 22-Jul 23)

Gemini  
(May 21-Jun 21)

Taurus  
(Apr 20-May 20)

Aries  
(Mar 21-Apr 19)

Pisces  
(Feb 20-Mar 20)

Aquarius
(Jan 21-Feb 19)

Yo u 
will discover 

a mysterious new 
family member at a 

holiday dinner.

Yo u 
may acci-

dentally become 
locked in a closet or 
bathroom for a con-
siderable amount of 

time.
It is 

likely that 
you will hug or 

wave to someone 
that looks like your 
friend but is in fact a 

stranger.

Your 
sibling or 

cousin will pour 
salt into your drink.

Your 
ne ighbor ’s 

dog will sneak into 
your house so that 

you can pet them.

Yo u 
will find a 

partially used Tar-
get gift card in a box 

of pancake mix.

If you step 
outside of your 

comfort zone, you will 
find a new friend, good 
food, and a box of 

chocolates.

A kind stranger will 
give you invaluable 

advice.

Yo u 
will receive 

another chance 
at something you 
thought was a lost 

cause.
Your 

travel plans 
will likely be 

foiled by an unex-
pected snowstorm. If 
you don’t have travel 

plans, then no need 
to worry!

Yo u 
will run into 

a very old friend at 
a party.

Yo u 
will become 

lost in IKEA and 
stumble upon a hid-
den room filled with 
items that are 99% 

off.

December Horoscopes
The Process of Stamping the $20 Bill

The Awesome Foundation

Nydailynews

By Sricharan Guddanti and Tara Kavasseri

Others say, Harriet Tubman is a hero for her 
involvement in the escape of 70 enslaved people

People argue that Andrew Jackson should remain on the $20 
bill as he was the 7th president of the United States

(510) 657-1070 Ext. 27352Dec. 2019 Vol. 11 No. 4 JfkTitanTribune.com Sports 8 @JfkTitanTribune

 The NFL is a hectic league, 
with many changes happening at 
all times. Many pivotal games in 
the league shake its core, such as 
the Week 10 matchup between the 
49ers and the Seahawks that left 
the 49ers with their first loss of the 
season, in a game that stretched to 
the final seconds of overtime, and 
the Ravens-Patriots game in Week 
9 that left the Ravens looking like 
the best team in the league as they 
cruised to a victory over the pre-
viously undefeated Patriots. And 
then the wild-card race is even 
crazier, with changes happening 
all the time. With all of this, I have 
compiled a guide to everything you 
need to know about the NFL play-
off picture. This guide will provide 
insight into what is going on with 
the NFL and what the playoff race 
is looking like. But be wary! Team 
records involve a lot of numbers!
 But first, some key terms. 
The AFC is the American Football 
Conference which features the 
East, West, North, and South di-
visions. The NFC is the National 
Football Conference, which fea-
tures the East, West, North, and 
South divisions. Four teams are in 
each division, giving a total of 32 
teams in the entire league. Only 12 
teams total can make the playoffs. 
The division leaders are the 1st-
4th seed in a conference, the better 
records showing their seed. If two 
teams have the same record, the 
higher seed goes to whoever won 
the matchup between them, called 
“holding a tiebreaker.” The next 

two teams with the next best re-
cord are the wild card teams. Two 
wild-card teams make the playoffs 
from each conference. The top two 
seeds get a bye in the first round 
of the playoffs, while the 3rd seed 

plays the 6th seed and the 4th seed 
plays the 5th seed. The winners of 
the playoffs of each conference will 
face each other in the Super Bowl 
in Miami in February. If you are 
the 1st seed, you have home-field 
advantage throughout the play-
offs.
Now into the guide (updated Week 
13):
1. The NFC East is a tight 
race. The Dallas Cowboys are 6-6 
and the Philadelphia Eagles are 
5-7, meaning either team could 
win the division. 

2. The NFC West is also a 
tight division. The San Francisco 
49ers and the Seattle Seahawks 
are very close in skill. Both teams 
have the same record (10-2), with 
the Seahawks holding the tie-

breaker. The Los Angeles Rams 
are also vying for a wildcard spot 
with a 7-5 record.
3. The NFC North is… tough. 
The Green Bay Packers (9-3) 
are one of the best teams in the 
league… if the defense shows up. 
The Minnesota Vikings (8-4) are 
a good team… if Kirk Cousins, the 
quarterback, plays well. The teams 
in the division are very incon-
sistent, although the teams have 
been playing well recently.
4. The NFC South is a lock. 
The New Orleans Saints (10-2) 

have already clinched the division 
and no teams are strong enough to 
make the wild card.
5. The NFC wild-card race 
is almost a lock. The Vikings and 
the 49ers are the best teams that 

are not the division leaders in the 
league. The Seahawks, though, 
might become the wild card if 
the 49ers win out. The 1-4 seed 
is complicated. The New Orleans 
Saints have the 1st seed with a 
10-2 record, the Seattle Seahawks 
are also 10-2, but the Saints have 
beaten them, so they are the sec-
ond seed, the Green Bay Packers 
are the 3rd seed at 9-3, and the 
Dallas Cowboys have the 4th seed 
at 6-6. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd seed 
are all susceptible to change be-
tween the three teams, and the 4th 

might either be the Cowboys or 
the Eagles.
6. The AFC East is getting 
competitive. The Buffalo Bills (9-
3) are only 1 game behind the New 
England Patriots (10-2), who have 
tough games ahead of them. As of 
right now, the Patriots hold the 
division lead, and the Bills hold a 
wild-card spot (see 10).
7. The AFC West is almost 
a lock. After Week 13, where the 
Kansas City Chiefs (8-4) blew out 
the Oakland Raiders (6-6), the 
Chiefs hold a 1 game lead and hold 
the tiebreaker with Oakland.
8. The AFC North is a lock. 
The Baltimore Ravens (10-2) are 
way too talented, with Lamar 
Jackson at quarterback. The Pitts-
burgh Steelers (7-5) hold a wild-
card spot (see 10).
9. The AFC South is a race 
between the Houston Texans (8-
4) and the Tennessee Titans (7-5). 
The Texans hold a one-game lead 
in this race, but that could change 
since the teams face off twice in 
the final four weeks. 
10. The AFC wild-card is a 
mess. The Bills, the Steelers, the 
Titans, and the Raiders all have a 
good chance of winning the two 
wild-cards. The Bills and the Steel-
ers hold the two wild-card posi-
tions as of the end of Week 11. The 
1st seed is held by the Ravens, the 
2nd seed is held by the Patriots, 
the 3rd seed is held by the Tex-
ans, and the 4th seed is held by the 
Chiefs, although all are susceptible 
to change.

By Taneesh Kondapally

        Compensation for student-
athletes in their college careers is 
an engrossing dispute and is not 
becoming any more tangible. The 
National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation (NCAA) has generated bil-
lions of dollars in revenue from an 
exploitation of their student-ath-
letes who have tacitly performed 
for their universities, and in turn, 
for the wealth of this industry. The 
athletic demands and constant 
strenuous effort from student ath-
letes to achieve a reputation for 
themselves and ultimately their 
colleges is phenomenal to observe, 
but they haven’t earned a penny. 
Their contributions to the won-
ders of college athletics is not un-
der-appreciated, but undervalued 

financially. No legislative statute 
discourages student-athletes from 
earning financial commodities 
elsewhere, but a salary is strictly 
prohibited in all NCAA divisions, 
encompassing all college athletics. 
NCAA policies encapsulate safety 
measures for athletics and accord-
ing to an NCAA Mission State-
ment from the Citadel Newsroom: 
“...  govern competition in a fair, 
safe, equitable and sportsman-
like manner, and to integrate in-
tercollegiate athletics into higher 
education so that the educational 
experience of the student-athlete 
is paramount.”
  The NCAA’s purposes and 
philosophies have been consis-
tently stagnant through over 100 
years, from its original enactment 
by President Teddy Roosevelt in 

1906. However, the domain the 
NCAA has had over college athlet-
ics in commercial advertisement 
and contracts with other enti-
ties has made this organization 
a multi-billion dollar industry in 
revenue. According to the USA 
Today, Mark Emmert, the current 
president of the NCAA had slightly 
alleviated, but in some cases es-
calated, the tenacious debates on 
paying student-athletes after an 
NCAA conference this year: ‘This 
is just a new form of profession-
alism and a different way of con-
verting students into employees,” 
Emmert said. ‘(They may be) paid 
in a fashion different than a pay-
check, but that doesn’t make them 
not paid.’’’  March Madness, the 

intercollegiate basketball athletics 
competition, generates a copious 
overload of revenue and excep-
tional national attention.   Accord-
ing to an Investopedia analysis of 
this annual series How much does 
the NCAA make off March Mad-
ness: “ Last year [2019] the NCAA 
pulled in $933 million in revenue 
from media rights fees, ticket 
sales, corporate sponsorships, and 
a proliferation of television ads 
anchored around the three-week-
long tournament.” 
 The NCAA has navigated 
its responsibilities to primary 
speculations on what damage pay-
ing college athletes could have on 
athletics through commercial ex-
ploitation and employment ben-
efits through wages. However, 
“student inventors” in fields of 

technology are accredited owner-
ship over their creations through 
Bayh-Dole Act and can profit from 
it, even though the equipment or 
ideas they used was sourced from 
universities themselves. This is 
similar to the NCAA providing a 
network of intercollegiate athlet-
ics, but these athletes do not re-
ceive modest financial credit for 
their contributions and in some 
cases “athletic inventions.”  In Oc-
tober of this year, Governor Gavin 
Newson of California signed the 
Fair Play to Pay Act, granting Cali-
fornia college athletes eligibility to 
profit off their “name, image, and 
likeness.” This was monumental 
for reforms in policies regard-
ing the eligibility for student ath-

letes to profit from sport-related 
commodities and endorsements. 
Trey Johnson, a former Villanova 
football athlete, filed a lawsuit in 
Pennsylvania for not paying col-
lege athletes a “minimum wage” 
because of the apparent business 
model the NCAA has over col-
lege athletics. He argues that the 
NCAA violated the federal statute 
requiring employers to pay em-
ployees a minimum wage. This 
lawsuit is one of many strains 
of legal actions to eliminate the 
NCAA’s amateurism model. The 
trial of paying college athletes is a 
continuous clash between the con-
cepts of amateurism and employ-
ment ship and will only pardon its 
disputes to the rivalry industry of 
the NCAA. 

By Isaac Aguirre

 The Olympic Games have 
now announced that Paris will be 
next to host the Summer Olympics 
in 2024. There has been a lot of 
build up to the Event, including the 
excitement over the emblem of the 
Paris Olympics. The main emblem 
being used to symbolize the Olym-
pics in Paris is the Paralympics 
emblem, which features two hid-
den symbols in the emblem itself. 
One consists of the “flame” paying 
tribute to the Olympic torch. The 
other is a famous French woman 
named Marianne who symbolizes 
the French and their “revolution-
ary spirit.” Not only does the em-
blem spark excitement though the 
Olympics Games, it promises, “We 
will offer one of the world’s most 
inspirational cities as a memo-
rable stage for the athletes – and 
a truly global platform to promote 
them, and their incredible sto-
ries.”  So the new games will hold 
a special place in young and aspir-

ing athletes, but it also says that it 
will pay tribute and respect to the 
games of the past and the tradi-
tions of those who were there be-
fore them. 
 Paris seems to have a mo-
tive to want to change the world 
with their newest Summer Olym-
pics by saying this, “And we will 
partner with the entire Olym-
pic family to demonstrate that, 
more than ever after an extremely 
challenging period, sport has a 
unique power to help create a bet-
ter world.” Showing that they are 
going to try to support the world 
with the entertainment of sports 
and bringing people together dur-

ing the “challenging period.” Paris 
also sees this as an opportunity to 
engage its own people back into 
sports. Paris plans on “enriching 
its unique history” through these 
games and to even allow swim-
ming in public rivers and canals. 
Paris plans on having the games 
near some of the most iconic 
sculptures and monuments that 
France has to offer. Using the 
games as a chance to “refine the 
tourism experience.” This could 
be the chance that Paris has been 
looking for to bring back the city’s 
flame for sports and the chance 
to open more public parks to use 
for recreational purposes. Paris 
is known for being a city of great 
history and culture, this could be 
that chance that Paris needs to 
start building their love for sports. 
This could potentially lead a new 
change to the city, reforming into a 
city with great foods, arts, culture, 
and a love for sports. Some of the 

most notable sights to see in Paris 
are the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre 
Museum, the Moulin Rouge, and 
Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris. 
But if people have been to Paris, 
than they probably have seen ev-
erything after they go once.  With 
Paris now hosting the Olympics 
though, the atmosphere and ex-
perience may change to be even 
more dynamic and fresh for those 
who have already been. Hopefully 
Paris enjoys joining in with the 
other cities who have hosted the 
games. If all goes well, we could be 
looking at a new Paris by the end 
of 2024.

By Matthew Ibarreta

Sporting News

Lawsuits filed against the NCAA are critical for the financial future of college athletes

De Zeen   2024 Olympics will happen in Paris

ESPN2019-2020 NFL Playoff Bracket
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 On November 12th, 
Tpumps opened in Fremont at 
42130 Blacow Rd. Tpumps is a tea 
shop that has been opened since 
September of 2011. The first shop 
opened in San Mateo in the Bay 

Area, then Southern California in 
Pasadena in 2016. As of right now, 
only eight stores stand in Califor-
nia. 
 Tpumps serves fresh-
ly brewed tea using their loose 
leaf teas along with honey boba. 
They also have custom tpumps 
drinks, where customers could 
choose up to three flavors to make 
their milk tea into a smoothie or 
slushie. Tpumps provide various 
flavors, ranging from fruity to 
savory. Some flavors are straw-
berry, plum, guava,  chocolate, 
cinnamon, or even pumpkin spice. 

Tpumps makes sure the drinks are 
the greatest quality for their fans 
with a decent price. For the size 
“Tpumps,” which is 24 ounce, it is 
only $3.50, toppings included. For 
“Pumpbo,” 32 ounce, it is $4.50. 
If the customer wants their drink 
hot, the size tpumps is $2.50 and 
pumpbo is $3.00. Plus, they have 
Tpumps Tuesday, where they sell 
the pumpbo size $3.50. 
 With the wide selection 
of drinks, it was hard to choose. 
I first got the Rose Vanilla Green 
Milk Tea and personally, I liked 
it even if it was too sweet for me. 
I also got Brown Sugar Milk Tea 
and Raspberry Mango Black Milk 
Tea. I went to Fremont’s opening 
and the line was long, however the 
wait wasn’t lengthy and the drinks 
were made fast. The customer ser-
vice was good and they provide 
many free samples. Overall, it was 
a positive experience. 
 Tpumps wants their cus-
tomers to be satisfied with their 
order. If a person has a problem 
with the drink, such as it being too 
sweet, the worker would remake 
the drink. They also want to help 
better the ecological footprint, 
they sell their own Tpumps Eco 
Straws, which comes with a draw-
string carrying bag and a cleaning 
brush. Not only do they want to 
satisfy their customers, they also 
help the environment.

By Britney Nguyen

Tpumps fans rejoice; a new 
location opens in the South 

Bay

Zomato

 Winter is one of the most 
eventful times of the year. As the 
holidays approach, many exciting 
activities, such as the numerous 
events hosted around the Bay Area 
this winter season, can brighten 
up your holidays this year.

Oakland ZooLights
 The Oakland Zoo’s spe-
cial event, “ZooLights,” is a great 
way to celebrate the holidays. En-

joy the beautiful array of millions 
of lights that line the entire park. 
ZooLights will take place from De-
cember 6th to January 5th from 
5:30PM to 9PM. Attractions such 
as laser light shows, crafts, live 
performances, and a gondola ride 
above the lights will be held. Many 
festive food stops can also be found 
inside the park. Tickets are on sale 
for $12 for adults and $11 for chil-
dren on the Oakland Zoo website. 
The Oakland ZooLights will be an 
unforgettable experience, so buy 
tickets before they sell out!

Union Square Ice Rink
 Ice skating is one of 
the most popular winter tra-
ditions. Bring your friends 
to skate at the Union Square 
Ice Rink in San Francisco! 
This festive rink is set in the 
heart of San Francisco’s dec-
orated streets, and in front 
of Christmas trees. Colorful 
lights fill the area for a beau-
tiful skating experience. The 
ice rink will be open from 
November 6th through Jan-
uary 20th, and is open daily from 
10AM to 11:30PM.

Walt Disney Family Museum
 If your family or friends 
are Disney fans, the Walt Disney 
Family Museum will be the perfect 
destination to visit this winter. 
This museum contains hundreds 

of different exhibits that explain 
the life of Walt Disney and his 
work. In addition, this season, the 
museum will be showing a special 
double feature film to go with a 
new exhibit, Mickey Mouse: From 
Walt to World. The double feature 
film is Christmas with Walt Dis-
ney and Mickey’s Christmas Carol. 
Tickets are $8 and sold at the Walt 
Disney Family Museum website. 
Come any time during December 

9 to January 26th to enjoy a day 
full of Disney.

Christmas in the Park 
 Christmas in the Park is 
a classic Bay Area holiday event. 
This year will be the 40th anniver-
sary of the park, so there will be 
plenty of festive activities. Some 
activities include a movie night, 
parade, and even a Christmas tree 
maze. There will also be an ice 
skating rink, and a 60-foot Christ-
mas tree. Christmas in the Park 
is a perfect event for family and 

friends. This event is free and will 
take place from November 11th 
to January 5th at Plaza de Cesar 
Chavez in Downtown San Jose.
 The Bay Area has so many 
festivities to offer during winter, 
so make sure to stop by one of 
these attractions to celebrate the 
spirited, joyful holiday season. 

By Isabelle David

 Vaping seems like the new 
and safer option than cigarettes, 
but one incident with a Michigan 
boy proves vaping to be devastat-
ing. On September 5, the young 
man, whose name has not been 
released due to the request of 
his parents, was granted access 
to Ascension St. John Hospital 
in Detroit with what the doctors 
thought was “pneumonia.”  His 
condition quickly declined a week 
later and he has been transport-
ed to the Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan. His condition was so 
extreme, he had to be attached to 
an ECMO machine, which takes 
over the job of the heart and lungs, 
that are pumping and oxygenating 
the body’s blood supply. This op-
tion did not work, however, and he 
needed new lungs, since his lungs 
were badly damaged, which were 
extremely inflamed and scarred. 
 To get the lung transplant, 
the boy was transferred to Henry 
Ford Health System. It was risky, 
however, since he could die within 
minutes, as he was taken off the 
ECMO to make the drive. The am-
bulances also didn’t come with 
ECMO. 
 The doctors were pan-
icking, but ended up finding out 
a solution. They just needed to 
switch him to a portable ECMO 
that could be taken to the ambu-
lances. The doctors were careful, 
only having 8-10 seconds to make 
the dangerous switch from the 

hospital machine and to the trans-
portable one. When he got there, 
the doctors were astonished, they 
never saw that much scarring in 
someone’s lungs from vaping. 
 On October 15, he suc-
cessfully received a double lung 
transplant, thanks to an anony-
mous donor. The boy also became 
the first person to get a double 

lung transplant, due to vaping. 
On average, people with a double 
lung transplant have an average 
survival of 7 years after surgery, 
however, the boy’s doctor predict 
he might beat those odds. “We beg 
of you (not to vape), we don’t want 
to be taking care of you next.” said 
Dr. Nicholas Yeldo, a critical care 
physician with the hospital sys-
tem. 
 CDC investigators report-
ed last Friday, saying they found 
vitamin E acetate in lung fluid 

samples of 29 patients from 10 dif-
ferent states. The oil is a synthetic 
form of Vitamin E, which seems 
like it is being applied as a reduc-
ing agent in THC e-liquid as a way 
to weaken the product. It has been 
found in half of the 419 THC prod-
uct samples analyzed at the Food 
and Drug Administration. Patients 
who vaped both THC and nicotine, 

have been reported with many ill-
nesses. As strong as the evidence 
is that vitamin E acetate was a 
source of the epidemic, it’s most 
likely to be just one of the multiple 
causes. The FDA has discovered 
other diluents, however, such as 
medium chain triglycerides and 
polyethylene glycol in products. 
Medium chain triglycerides are 
bought in oil form as a dietary sup-
plement, and polyethylene glycol 
is the effective ingredient in over-
the-counter laxatives. 

Culture Trip

Union Square displays holiday spirit by lighting up a giant 
Christmas Tree

 Passing down dishes 
has been a part of familial tradi-
tion for hundreds of years, and 
with Christmas and New Years’ 
just around the corner, it’s good 
to read more about the foods we 
aren’t familiar with and learn 
more about different cultures. All 
these dishes have such historical 
value behind them- they’re rich 
with stories and are held close to 
the hearts of many. In order to 
understand why, listed below are 
a few traditional dishes, their ori-
gins, and how to bake them!

Panettone
 My personal favorite, Pa-
nettone has been something my 
family has eaten during Christmas 
and Easter for decades. Originally 
from Italy, it can be used for al-
most every occasion, as individual 
Italians had different purposes for 
it. It’s usually eaten with different 
kinds of meat on the side, but the 
best part is - there is no meat re-
striction! You can enjoy it with any 
type of meat you prefer. As it is a 
type of bread, there is no universal 
way to prepare it, for all families 
like to put their own twist on it. 
But with its sweet taste and soft 
texture, it’s impossible to resist 
a slice. You could also eat it with 
other sweets like red cherries or 
plums. Panettone is made out of 
a special dough that ferments for 
about 12 hours.

Ingredients:
2/3 cup of granulated sugar
• 3 eggs
• 12 tablespoons of  butter
• 3 ¾ cups of flour
• 1 cup dried raisins
• 2 candied oranges
• ½ teaspoon of salt
• 1 tablespoon of honey

• ½ teaspoon of active dry yeast
• 2 tablespoons of hot water 
• ¼ teaspoon of lemon zest
• 1 citron

Make sure the candied oranges and 
citron are cut into small chunks 
before adding them in. Set the 
dough in a warm area for a couple 
of hours until it rises. Cooking can 
range from 40 minutes to an hour 
in a 350-degree oven, but keep an 
eye on the rise of the dough in the 
oven. Once you take it out, flip the 
loaf upside down and keep it that 

way for 15 minutes while it cools 
to prevent the dough from falling 
in on itself and keeping its fluffy 
texture. When serving it, you can 
help yourself to a slice and warm 
that slice up in the microwave to 
make it even softer.

Plum Pudding
 Originally as a porridge, 
this dessert originated for Eng-
land. Despite its name, it doesn’t 

actually contain any plums. It’s 
actually supposed to be made a 
year in advance and used for next 
year’s Christmas. If you can’t do 
that, give it a month or so to age. 
The fruit mixture must be made a 
few days before the pudding - so 
timing is everything on this dish!

Fruit Ingredients:
• 1 cup of raisins
• ½ cup of currants
• 1 sliced citron
• 1 cup of candied peel
• 1 teaspoon mace
• 1 teaspoon of ground cloves
• ½ cup of nutmeg
• 1 and ½ teaspoons cinnamon
• ½ teaspoon ground allspice
• ½ teaspoon ground black 

pepper
• 1/3 cup chopped suet
 Blend all the fruits to-
gether before refrigerating. Let 
the mixture cool for four days in 
the fridge. 

Pudding Ingredients:
• A pound of fresh bread crumbs
• 2 cups of scalded milk,
• 1 branch of holly 
• A whopping 12 well beaten 

eggs
• 1 cup of sugar
• 1 teaspoon of salt. 

 Let the bread crumbs soak 
in your milk mixture, and add the 
well beaten eggs and sugar into 
the bread crumb mixture. Steam 
this mixture in half-filled tins for 
around six to seven hours, then 
take the foil off the tins and let it 
cook for another 30 minutes in an 
oven. Once you’re ready to serve it, 
add a bit of sugar over it and steam 
it again for two or three hours. 

By Katerina Yakusevich

Infomercado

Panettone is traditionally coupled with a meat dish

Goodtoknow

Plum pudding requires at least a month to age, although 
preferably it is prepared a year in advance

Crain’s Detroit Business

EMS rushes teen to hospital for a double lung transplant

By Desmond Yu

The Mercury News

Families test their ice skating skills 
in one of California’s few outdoor 

rinks
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Cameron (‘21), Valencia (‘22), Serena 
(‘22) & Vivan (‘22), cozy in their pjs

Avarie (‘22) de-stressing with slime Andrea (‘20), Sydney (‘20) & Isabelle 
(‘23) showing off consent bracelets

Katelyn (‘21) & Shyanne (‘21) 
decorating candles for self-care day

Abbey (‘23), Gracie (‘23) & 
Keyanna (‘23)

Sophomores & Juniors (Gold) vs Freshmen & Seniors (Purple) 
in a game of Tug -of-War

Alan (‘20) musically talented

Japanese Club dancing to their 
hearts content

Music Performance Club performing 
Santa Tell Me

Vennila (‘21) singing Almost Is
 never Enough by Ariana Grande

Tyler (‘20), Kaela (‘20) & 
Kailey (‘20)

Adrian (‘21) & Jetandrew (‘21) 
sending peace and love

SENIORSSS

Kennedy’s hungry, hungry hippos!
Dylan (‘22) & Tyler (‘22) versus Jasmine (‘20) & Zachary (‘20)

Cheesin’ with hot cocoaExcited to watch the performances

Ms. Aureli, the next Mariah Carey Alyssa (‘20) singing 
Good To Me by H.E.R


